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FOREWORD: IDEA AND MISSION OF THIS CONFERENCE  

 

Petr Jan PAJAS 

Cofounder of the Conference and AAU President Emeritus 

 

 

In October 2017, during a visit to Norwich University, when discussing possible cooperation, 

we were inspired with the idea of Prof. Rowland Brucken to organize a joint International 

Conference on Human Rights as a first step in fulfilling the Memorandum of Understanding 

between AAU and NU signed on August 8th, 2017 in Prague. 

 

At that time, it seemed realistic to think about an interdisciplinary conference allowing to bring 

to one place – preferably Prague – scholars (faculty and students) and experts of both 

universities. In order to provide sufficient time for organizing the conference, as well as to make 

use of coincidence with expected celebration of important changes in the world during the year 

1989, it was later decided to meet in these days. 

 

The main topic of the conference – Human Rights – is related to research already being in 

progress at NU under leadership of Prof. Brucken. It also coincided with my personal deep 

conviction that students of AAU – as well as students of any university – should have a chance 

to learn from crucial events of the past to better understand the present and be better prepared 

to serve their societies.  

 

As Prof. Brucken in his more detailed proposal from October 20171 explained, we should 

consider human rights viewed in relation to their historical legacy, philosophical and socio-

economic background, including their conditioning and differentiation caused by diversity in 

culture, religion, traditions and even as a factor in economic development within framework of 

related ideals of humanity and enlightenment.  

 

Allow me to dwell a bit on the following issue: Is there any need to defend human rights, 

which might be and mostly are considered as self-evident?   

 

For more than twenty-five centuries and in most of human civilization and cultures there is 

known the ancient Golden Rule: What you do not wish for yourself, you ought not to do to 

anybody else2. It is, perhaps, the fundament from which other ethical and moral principles have 

grown, as well as the attempt to formulate rules including respect to some basic values. 

 

Remember, that in 1776 American colonies declared ñWe hold these truths to be self-evident, 

that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 

Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happinessò3.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Rule
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document/
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So, is the right for life self-evident? 

 

It took nearly a century until slaves became free (1863) in states of the Union – and the cost for 

it were thousands of lives lost in civil war with the Confederation.  

 

Another century later, in 1968, assassination of Martin Luther King ignited the final battle for 

full liberty and right to pursue the rout for happiness for all. In the same year 1968, 

https://www.quelsdroitsfacealapolice.be/IMG/pdf/ddhc_1789-08-26_fr.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/udhrbook/pdf/udhr_booklet_en_web.pdf
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¶ And third, there is also the view based upon experience of students and experts from 

other parts of the world, where the past and even the present were and are still deemed 

to balance between frozen conflicts and active wars stemming from hatred between 

those of different religion, faith, nationality or ethnicity. 

 

Contemporary world is confronted with many conflicting situations, where human rights are in 

the center of disputes and challenged from many aspects. History offers many examples of how 



The 1st Interdisciplinary Conference on Human Rights, March 7–9, 2019, Prague, Czech Republicary Conference on 

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Helsinki_Final_Act#1._(a)_Declaration_on_Principles_Guiding_Relations_between_Participating_States
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Helsinki_Final_Act#1._(a)_Declaration_on_Principles_Guiding_Relations_between_Participating_States


The 1st Interdisciplinary Conference on Human Rights, March 7–9, 2019, Prague, Czech Republic 

 
 

1 
 

BEING A WITNESS. ALBERT CAMUS AND POLISH ALTERNATIVE 

CULTURE OF THE 1970s AND 1980s 
 

Joanna ROŚ
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Camus' presenting his political choices (Camus, 1980, pp. A–B; Camus, 1985, pp. 22–26; 

Camus, 1984, pp. 1–2; Camus, 1983, pp. 201–211). 

The stories and events described by Camus are full of convincing, intense 

suggestiveness, which cannot be presented with quotes that often boil down to banality. The 

generation of the 
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The Rebel was an “experimental” publication. It was the first book published in the 

underground academic circle in Lublin. What is more, it was distributed during the strike, on 

the day of the introduction of martial law, on December 13th. For many actors or theater 
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Figure 3. The Just Assassins, directed by J. Sycz, premiere: 10/5/1986 

Photographed by B. Konopka 

 

Describing the mood in which the performances of the Theater of the Eighth Day were being 

prepared in the 70s and 80s, the actress Ewa Wójciak recalled discussions, sometimes lasting 

days and nights, on how to combat totalitarianism. Like the revolutionaries of the People's Will, 

the actors swore to become lone fighters of value, to fight on the theater plane (Wójciak, 2010). 

The need for a rebellion against the lies on which the Polish political system and its values were 

based, encouraged Wójciak to read special books, including The Rebel. “The noble terrorists” 

described by Camus were one of the artistic inspirations of groups such as the Theater of the 

Eighth Day and the Kalambur Theater. In their performances, they asked about the ethical 

consequences of terrorism, the moment at which state terrorism started, and the place of the 

rebellious artist in a society governed by totalitarian methods. Many of the artists mentioned 

here strongly identified themselves with Camus’ attitude demonstrating that it was possible to 

say “no” to totalitarian systems; they, like him, wanted to find authentic and indisputable human 

values in a world falsified by criminal ideologies.  

 

 

4. THE PERSONALITY OF THE WITNESS  

 

Camus surpasses his literary characters, hides somewhere among decorations for performances 

based on his texts. Artists do not ask: what would the characters of Camus’ works do, but: What 

would Camus say? (Sonnendelf, 1961). If the personality of the prophet can be attributed to 

Kafka, the personality of the wise jester to Joyce or Shakespeare, the author of The Rebel has 

the personality of the witness (Kijowski, 2014). He is testament of an individual who is afraid 

of totalitarianism and alienation, who knows that there is no escape from fear but does not stop 

at this diagnosis. 

The history of relations between Polish alternative theaters and Camus perfectly 

confirms the thesis of Zygmunt Greń, a theater reviewer, which is worth quoting here fully. “[It 

is not] Camus's theories about rebellion, but he himself, his literature, that opened the way for 

escape. He left (...) the hope that a real man stands against the real world – with his evil and 

good. That this man for his salvation – and for the salvation of the world – is capable of the 
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only the world but also themselves, to cross the border between the world and participation 

(Nyczek, 1979).  

Camus “came back to life” – he became a companion of young Poles in their conflicts, 

http://www.dziennikteatralny.pl/artykuly/lowie-przejawy-czlowieczenstwa.html
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http://teatrnn.pl/historiamowiona/swiadek/Iwaszko%2C_Kazimierz_%281950-_&29?tar=35732
http://teatrnn.pl/historiamowiona/swiadek/Iwaszko%2C_Kazimierz_%281950-_&29?tar=35732
http://biblioteka.kijowski.pl/kijowski%20andrzej/notes.pdf
http://biblioteka.teatrnn.pl/dlibra/dlibra/aresults?action=SearchAction&QI=C0CE6B6C54853E29BCD32579BEB90163-19
http://biblioteka.teatrnn.pl/dlibra/dlibra/aresults?action=SearchAction&QI=C0CE6B6C54853E29BCD32579BEB90163-19
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http://www.hypatia.pl/web/pageFiles/attachments/1810/wyklad-polska-jako-tekst-polska-jako-spektakl-uniwersytet-gdanski-gdansk-2010.pdf
http://biblioteka.teatrnn.pl/dlibra/dlibra/docmetadata?id=36996&from=publication
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http://teatrnn.pl/historiamowiona/swiadek/Kowalczyk,_Henryk_%281953-_%29?tar=36223
http://teatrnn.pl/historiamowiona/swiadek/Kowalczyk,_Henryk_%281953-_%29?tar=36223
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BREAKING THE STATE OF ‘ANOMIE’: ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI 

AND THE CHARTER 77 MOVEMENT IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
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This raised the delicate question: how could the United States hope to “build bridges” 

to Eastern Europe if the Soviet Union would not permit their construction? This was the same 

question that followed the 1956 Soviet invasion of Hungary. What could be done to change the 

geopolitical situation in a region that most experts conceded had been forfeited to the Soviet 

Union at Yalta?  

Brzezinski argued it was the success of “peaceful engagement” that had forced the 

Soviet Union into the invasion. The United States, he persisted, must not give up on the idea of 

“building bridges” toward Eastern Europe. He warned that simply voicing rhetorical outage 

while in reality forfeiting the region to the Soviet sphere of influence would result in a self-

fulfilling prophecy.  

“I would regret it” Brzezinski noted shortly after the Soviet move into Prague, “if we 

were forced by the Soviet invasion to adopt such a simplistically hostile position-rigid, militant 

anti-Communism-as to make it easier for the Soviet Union to reassert its control over Eastern 

Europe.” (Handler, “U.S. Specialist on Soviet Affairs Urges NATO Parley on Invasion”, 20).  

 

 

2. DÉTENTE 

 

In January of 1969 President Richard Nixon entered the White House seeking a more 

cooperative approach to the Soviet Union. Nixon and his national security adviser Henry 

Kissinger followed the “realist” school that viewed the Soviet Union a powerful state that had 

its own interests to defend. The idea of “engaging” Eastern Europe or attempting to liberalize 

the domestic structure within the Soviet Union would only complicate larger matters in what 

came to be known as “détente”.  

The new relationship reached a peak in 1972 when Nixon and Kissinger arrived in 

Moscow for their first summit in the Soviet Union. The negotiations focused largely on trade 

and arms control-and would avoid the delicate issue of human rights. This was seen in the 



The 1st Interdisciplinary Conference on Human Rights, March 7–9, 2019, Prague, Czech Republic 

 
 

14 
 

In June of 1974 President Nixon continued to downplay the issue of human rights while 

stressing his personal relationship with Leonid Brezhnev. In a prominent speech Nixon was 

critical of the “eloquent speeches” from those in the West supporting human rights movement 

in the Soviet Union.  

“We would not welcome the intervention of other countries in our domestic affairs,” 

said Nixon before departing for Moscow, “and we cannot expect them to be cooperative when 

we seek to intervene directly in theirs.” (Shabecoff, “President Warns Policy of Détente Bars 

Interfering”, pp. 1, 16).  

But his foreign policy achievements could not save Nixon from the Watergate crisis. In 

August of 1974 Gerald Ford entered the White House and retained Henry Kissinger as his 

primary foreign policy adviser.  

On August 1 1975 President Ford traveled to Helsinki as one of thirty-five 

representatives from Europe and North America to sign a document entitled the “Final Act of 

the Helsinki Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe.” The supporters argued that 

the Helsinki Final Act was something close to a general peace treaty on World War II.  

In the United States conservative critics claimed the Final Act had achieved little-and 

had once again abandoning the region of Eastern Europe to the Soviet Union. In political terms 

Ford had played with the legacy of Yalta. One columnist took it one step further and called the 

agreement a “Super Yalta.” (Safire, “Super Yalta”).  

 “I am against it, and I think all Americans should be against it,” argued Ronald Reagan 

who had emerged as the leading conservative voice criticizing the Ford-Kissinger approach to 

détente. (Naughton, “Ford Sees 35-nation Charter as a Gauge on Rights in East Europe, 2)  

Any potential benefits seen in the sections of “Basket III” were generally dismissed 

since the legalistic wording on human rights also appeared in the formal constitution of the 

Soviet Union. Indeed, the Soviet foreign minister assured Leonid Brezhnev that the more 

troubling aspects of “Basket III” could be simply be ignored. “We are masters in our own 

house,” he told the Soviet leader before he departed to Helsinki. (Dobrynin, 346). 

This was indeed the impression the Soviet Union sought to present at Helsinki. The 

Soviet Union was in fact confident enough to run photos celebrating Brezhnev’s speech at the 

ceremony along with a full text of the Final Act. (Current Digest of the Soviet Press,. 14–15). 

The aging Brezhnev was noticeably slurring before he stopped to clearly enunciate his view 

that the “main conclusion” of the Helsinki Final Act was that no country should attempt to 

dictate to another how “they ought to manage their internal affairs.” (Clarity, “Soviet Wary of 

the Internal Effects of Détente Abroad”, 8).  

The Soviet Union had reason to think the story had ended there. Before departing 

Helsinki, Brezhnev met with President Ford to discuss the possibility of a summit in 1976-and 

to wish him luck in his upcoming election-whomever he might face. (Dobrynin, 347). 
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outward peace and quiet: the permanent humiliation of their human dignity.” (Havel, Living in 

Truth, 31). 

But the Carter Administration’s emphasis on the Helsinki Final Act provided a new 

opportunity to challenge the communist system. On January 1, 1977 a group 242 petitioners in 

Czechoslovakia signed a 3000 words document protesting the repressive nature of the regime-

including its failure to abide by the agreements in the 1975 Helsinki Final Act. The “Charter 

77” movement provided the first glimmer of hope since Brzezinski had spoken in Prague just 

prior to the Soviet invasion of 1968.  

Brzezinski advised Carter that the “quiet diplomacy” toward human rights had not 

worked-and less than a decade after the Prague Spring the United States could not once again 

turn its back on an opposition movement in Czechoslovakia.  

 “Certainly, Helsinki was at the beginning of all this,” noted one dissident “We were 

waiting to see if the Helsinki principles would be implemented here, if they would have the 

force of law”. 
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The 1
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CIVIL SOCIETY IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE: 

THE ENEMY WITHIN? 
 

Nela LARYSOVA 

Charles University in Prague  

nela.srstkova@gmail.com 

 

 
Abstract: 

The year 1989 marked the democratic transition and the rebirth of civil society in Central and Eastern 

Europe. During the last 30 years, this civil society grew stronger and helped to drive many socio-

political changes in the region. During the last several years, the illiberal and autocratic leaders and 

their narratives are slowly winning against these, committed to promoting liberal democracy and human 

rights. The strong and well-developed civil society poses a threat to their governance and in some of the 

countries of the region it is being slowly subjected to the tighter government control and even repression.  
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any substantial grounds in 2008. Even more serious was the pressure on HRC Memorial´s work 

in Chechnya. Natalia Estemirova, the HRC Memorial´s representative, who investigated the 

human-rights abuses there was kidnapped and killed by unknown persons in 2009. Chechen as 

well as Russian authorities failed to investigate this crime properly.6 

The Russian Law on “Foreign Agents” was adopted in 2012. Which events can be 

considered as the main factors bringing about the adoption of this legislative act?  

Firstly, the wave of Colour Revolutions spread in the countries of the former Soviet 

Union. The pro-democratic revolutions took place in Georgia (2003), Ukraine (2004) and 

Kyrgyzstan (2005). NGOs and their members played an important role in the civic resistance. 

The Russian economy was growing back at that time after many years of stagnation and chaos. 

As a result, the Russian society was calm and was not enthusiastic to engage in any anti-

governmental protests. Despite of this fact, the Russian regime was threatened and started to 

think of the best ways of how to prevent the similar scenario in Russia.  

Following the Colour Revolutions, the second wave of anti-government protests, 

uprisings, and armed rebellions called Arab Spring spread across the Middle East in late 2010. 

It began as a response to oppressive regimes and quickly expanded to other parts of the world.7 

Russia was not an exception and while the political system showed signs of stagnation in 2011, 

civil society became more active during the year. Hundreds of various civil unrests took place 

in the country with the peak in December 2011. The ruling political party United Russia was 

accused of widespread frauds during the parliamentary elections allegedly committed in order 

to achieve the victory. Following these elections, Russia experienced the most extensive 

protests since the break-up of the Soviet Union with the epicenter in Moscow, where dozens of 

thousands of people gathered, but also in provinces, where the rallies do not happen that often.8 

The U.S. Government was blamed to conceive and fund the unrests by Vladimir Putin himself.9 

Back in 2011, such accusations were not that common in the Russian governmental narratives, 

but they have turned out to be qui

https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/case-history-natalia-estemirova
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2016/01/arab-spring-five-years-on/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-16122524
https://carnegieeurope.eu/strategiceurope/51894
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of Hungarian-born George Soros´s Open Society Foundations and related institutions such as 
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changed his focus on NGOs, it can be expected that further amendments will negatively affect 

their future work. In this respect, the situation is very similar to that in Russia; where the 

authorities have in mind particular NGOs, when they adopt new anti-NGO legislative acts.  

The main difference is that Hungary is a member of the European Union, the 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-45485994
https://www.efc.be/news/european-commission-steps-up-infringement-procedure-against-hungary-on-ngo-law
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group of subjects; otherwise, the control is definitely lost. This is a lose-lose situation for the 

NGOs, which waste time realising the survival strategies, rather than on their main scope of 

work, for the state, which is not able to exercise control to the extent it wanted, as well as for 

the society, which is the final beneficiary of NGO services. 

I hope that the states, which are currently considering adopting the similar legislation, 

will think of this point of view and will prefer cooperation rather than conflict with NGOs. As 

suggested above, the results of this cooperation would be beneficial all the parties involved. 
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2. BIOGRAPHIES1 

 

Amalie Emmy Noether was born in Erlangen, Germany, March 23, 1882, to a Jewish family. 
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In 1889, she was permitted to start studying at Girton College, which opened in 1869 

and became the first school dedicated to educating women at the university level. Girton 

College was associated with Cambridge University, but men and women were graded on 

separate scales. She could only enter Girton because she had been offered a scholarship. 

Influenced by her father’s line of work she decided to study mathematics. At the end of her first 

year, she was number two on the “second class list” just below Isabel Maddison. After their 

final year there, on a challenge from Maddison, Chisholm took the Final Honours exam 

(equivalent to final examinations senior year in college) in mathematics at the University of 

Oxford in 1892 and outperformed all the Oxford students, resulting in a First Class3 degree from 

both Oxford and Cambridge simultaneously, something that had never been done before by any 

student of any gender, in any subject.  

Mary Cartwright (British mathematician, 17 December 1900–3 April 1998) wrote: 

“[Maddison and 
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In 1901, they started publishing research papers together, even though it is clear Chisholm 

did most of the writing related to their joint publishing. This was evident based on independent 

work she produced at the same time, which was said to be even deeper and more important than 

her husband’s work. It was easier for her husband to list his name first on their joint work because 

of the prejudices that existed against women in the hard sciences. Their joint papers were 

influenced by new ideas in the theory of functions of a real variable, which she had been exposed 

to while getting her doctorate. The First Book of Geometry was published in 1905 and eventually 

translated into 4 languages. The following year they published The Theory of Sets of Points, the 

first ever textbook on Set theory. Together they wrote 214 papers and four books.  

In 1908 they moved to Geneva, Switzerland, where Chisholm would stay while her 

husband traveled a great deal and accepted posts at universities in India and the UK. She was 

able to learn six languages, and she taught each of her children a musical instrument. Despite 

not being able to study medicine (which was still a field with significant barriers for women), 

she completed all the requirements needed for a medical degree except for the internship.  

She wrote and published two children’s books related to explaining medical phenomena 

to children: Bimbo: A Little Real Story for Jill and Molly (1905), explaining where babies come 

from; Bimbo and the Frogs: Another Real Story (1907), describing cells to children. Chisholm 

finally published mathematics under her own name in 1914 and was soon after awarded the 

Gamble Prize for Mathematics by Girton College (in 1915), for an essay On infinite derivatives. 

The basis for this essay and other work she did between 1914–
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involving selection and promotion, stating that it favors males. “Substantial research shows that 

resumés and journal articles were rated lower by male and female reviewers when they were 

told the author was a woman; similarly, a study of postdoctoral fellowships awarded showed 

that female awardees needed substantially more publications to achieve the same competency 

rating as male awardees” (Ganley & Lubienski, 2016). 

Gender inequality is occurring all over the globe in the field of mathematics, making it 

a current problem, not just historical. The first woman to be elected to a professorship at 

Cambridge University (in England) was the applied mathematician, Anne Davis, in 2002. In 

2018, there was still not a female full professor in pure mathematics at this institution (Barrow-

Green, 2018). In August 2014, the first woman ever, Maryam Mirzakhani, was honored with 

the Fields Medal, the most prestigious award given out in mathematics (Wiki, 2019).  

 To simply attempt to change the problem of sexism at the professional level may not be 

enough. 

https://www.varsity.co.uk/news/13945
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fields_Medal
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/long_reads/mileva-maric-albert-einsten-physics-science-history-women-a8396411.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/long_reads/mileva-maric-albert-einsten-physics-science-history-women-a8396411.html
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/mathematics-statistics/women-mathematics-the-history-behind-the-gender-gap
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/mathematics-statistics/women-mathematics-the-history-behind-the-gender-gap
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/comic-riffs/wp/2015/03/23/emmy-noether-google-doodle-why-einstein-called-her-a-creative-mathematical-genius/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.7b5f4d943b5d
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/comic-riffs/wp/2015/03/23/emmy-noether-google-doodle-why-einstein-called-her-a-creative-mathematical-genius/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.7b5f4d943b5d
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/comic-riffs/wp/2015/03/23/emmy-noether-google-doodle-why-einstein-called-her-a-creative-mathematical-genius/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.7b5f4d943b5d
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1014871108
https://www.hotcoursesabroad.com/study-in-the-uk/applying-to-university/understanding-undergraduate-grading-system-in-uk/
https://www.hotcoursesabroad.com/study-in-the-uk/applying-to-university/understanding-undergraduate-grading-system-in-uk/
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the films are set. To explain further, it is not assumed that the film Ģelary, which was filmed in 

2002–2003, depicts the perspectives of the Czechs in 1945 towards the Soviets in 1945. It is 

assumed that the film depicts the perspectives of the Czechs in 2002–2003 towards the Soviets 

in 1945 through the inescapable influential lens of their 40-plus year relationship. he same holds 

true for Pel²ġky, filmed in 1999, and Kolja, filmed in 1996. he perspective under investigation 

is that of the recent Czech looking back on their nation’s experiences in history.  

 Two forms of metaphors will be investigated. he first is linguistic metaphor. he second 

is visual metaphor. While visual metaphors in film cover things like lighting, camera angle and 

movements, music, and scene framing, concentration here will be only on the metaphors that 
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The second important metaphor concerning the Czechs is tied closely to the first one. It 

is that the Czechs killed and harmed too. The heroic Jozo dies in the end, not from a drunk 

Russian soldier, but by his scared friend shooting blindly into the dark. There are darker 

instances of Czech violence, in particular relating back to the initial rape discussed above. The 

husband of the victim invited the drunken soldier to have his wife and stood by and watched 

until shot dead by his fellow villager. 

 

Pel²ġky 

Pel²ġky is set in the winter, spring, and summer of Prague 1967-1968. There are four particular 

points that mention the specific Czech-Russian relationship. The first is during the very 

beginning, the second occurs just after the beginning of the film, the third occurs in various 

places throughout the film, and the fourth is at the very end.  

In the opening scenes, we see a Russian military officer and a Czech military officer 

parting friendly with their children around them after what appears to be a social visit. The 

Russian officer gives a Christmas-tree-stand to the Czech officer, and we learn that the two men 

are on a first name basis with each other. The metaphor stresses that the Czechs and Russians 

are equal (or close to it) and close friends.   

Shortly after the beginning, there is a scene involving two teachers on a holiday “date”. 

The male teacher, Sasa, spent time in Ukraine, one of the few references to the Soviet Union 

and not Russia. He gives the son of the female teacher, Eva, a Soviet toy designed “to make 

children strong.” Though it is from Ukraine (the Soviet Union), the writing on the toy is in 

Russian, thus making the connection of the scene to Russia, not the Soviet Union. The toy is 

a shocking device, and the object of the “game” is to hold on through increasing levels of 

voltage for increasing amounts of time in order to prove/build up your strength. This metaphor 

stresses ineptitude of the Russians, and the teacher, when it comes to relating to children, as 

well as the Russian culture’s prizing of pain endurance, a reference to good qualities in soldiers.   

Throughout the film, when it comes time for vodka drinking, the Czech officer, Sebek, 

always toasts “Marshall Malinovsky,” an influential World War II Russian general, in what 

sounds like a stressed Russian accent. Like the parting scene between the officers at the 

beginning of the film, the metaphor here stresses a connection and a respect emanating from 

the Czechs towards the Russians. Connected with this, however, is that the vodka drinking 

always leads to drunkenness. This metaphor recalls the one from Ģelary in which “Russian” 

was connected with “uncontrolled drunkenness.” 

The end of the film is about the Soviet return to the Czech Lands. It is presented as an 

invasion, though no Russians or military equipment is ever seen. All that is depicted in the film 

are the sounds of engines, accompanied by looks of fear, shock, and pain on the faces of the 

main characters. Sebek receives a phone call that the “Russians are here,” but he is drunk from 

the vodka and at first thinks that the message is referring to his Russian officer friend. He is 

taken completely off guard. Jindriska, one of the high school age children and neighbor to 

Sebek, sits terrified while the shadows of planes produced by a toy lamp circle the room to the 

sounds of engines outside. Her father, Kraus, a Nazi POW camp survivor, plays a mournful 

song at the piano; it is the Czech national anthem. All of these aspects point to the metaphor of 

an invasion. Furthermore, just after this scene and at the very end of the film, Sebek attempts 

to commit suicide by hanging himself in the shed where his son and film narrator, Michal, 

attempted suicide at the beginning of the film for the unrequited love of Jindriska. Adult-

Michal’s voiceover while this is happening says, “Dad’s whole world fell apart. He took it as 

a total betrayal,” referring to the invasion by the Russians. 

 Beyond the metaphors relating to the Russians, there are a few very important ones 

relating to the Czechs themselves. Several of these metaphors center on identity and change. 

There is also one continual metaphor describing possible changes in the Czech socio-economic-
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political system. Due to the style and nature of the film, it is difficult to separate these two 

groups of metaphors from each other. 

 There are four “families” in the film, each of which describes one of four possible socio-

economic-political systems. One is Sebek’s family, representing comically the Czech 

communist system. Sebek is a military officer and tries to run his family as he does his office, 

complete with message board and weekly menu postings. No one in the family really takes him 

seriously, and his wife alone pays him lipservice by not speaking out against such things as the 

menu, but not following it either. When Sebek is not around, she stands outside with the local 

youth to watch an American movie being played by a student, Elien, a “crime” in part for which 

Sebek has just chased away his son (the other part being to tell the immature teacher Sasa to go 

fuck himself).   

 Elien himself actually represents another family and system. His parents are living in 

the United States, and he is living in the
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represent the two varying responses to the Czech Lands’ occupation during World War II 

(Jindriska-





The 1st Interdisciplinary Conference on Human Rights, March 7–9, 2019, Prague, Czech Republic 

47 
 
 

Franta and Kolja are now united, running from the death that is the system which exists in both 

their societies. 

 There is one more metaphor of importance that must be noted. This metaphor relates to 

the Czechs actions towards each other. The metaphor centers on keys. 

 About half-way through the movie, Franta is requested for questioning by the police 

about his “wife’s” emigrating to the West. While being led ever further into the depths of the 

police station, Kolja, who accompanies Franta, notices the large ring of keys that the detective 

has. Later, during the interrogation, Kolja notices another detective’s large set of keys. At the 

end of the movie, these two investigators are shown again with their keys, this time using them 

alongside throngs of protesters simultaneously calling for and celebrating the fall of the 

communist regime. It is the Velvet Revolution on Vaclavske Namesti, and the investigators’ 

keys, once used for the purposes of the system, are now being used for the purposes of ending 

that system.        

 

 

5. INITIAL CONCEPTUAL METAPHORS REVISITED  

 

Having brought out some of the metaphorical expressions from the films above, it is now time 

to reassess the initial conceptual metaphors outlined previously.          

 

Reassessment of Initial Conceptual Metaphors 

RUSSIANS AS INVADERS: 

While there is no question that the metaphor at the end of Pel²ġky portrays the Russians as 

invaders, this single moment is the only one out of the three films that clearly does so. The 

Russian presence in Ģelary is many things, which will be discussed in following subsections, 

but an invasion force is not one of them. While Kolja does display the Russian presence in the 

Czech lands, this presence is hardly portrayed as an invasion force, and its lack of action during 

the Velvet Revolution makes it appear even weaker as an occupation force. Rather, the Russians 

are simply present on Czech lands 

 

RUSSIANS AS CHAOS: 

Rather than saying that the Russians themselves are chaos, it is better to state that the Russians 

are the bringers of chaos. Only through this alteration can such things as the accidental shooting 

of Jozo be reconciled with the actions of the Russians themselves in Ģelary. Likewise, in 

Pel²ġky, the chaos extends to a lesser level into the families and personal relationships of the 

characters, not to mention the failed technological “advancements” that Sebek is so fond of 

lauding, for example the broken “unbreakable” drinking glass and the melting plastic spoons 

from neighboring communist states. Again, in Kolja, on the level of individual relationships, 

the sham marriage and personal debts of Franta, not to mention the subsequent falling out with 

his mother, all have ties back to the Russian influence, but not to Russians themselves. Kolja is 

not causing mischief or chaos, but chaos does seem to exist around him. 

 

RUSSIANS AS OPPRESSORS: 
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CZECHS AS INNOCENTS
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SYSTEM AS OPPRESSOR: 

This is quite possibly the most important change from the initial conceptual metaphors. In all 

three of the films, the separation of people, primarily Russians, from the system that rules over 

them was made. The very first scene that introduces the Russian soldiers in Ģelary is not of 

them drunk or celebrating or randomly shooting. It is of them standing over the fresh grave of 

a fallen comrade. They are calm. They are tired. They are forlorn. They are human, forced into 

a situation that they did not want to be in by the system that rules over them. Pel²ġky likewise 

separates the person from the system. The first image in the film is of the personal friendship 

between Sebek and his Russian counterpart. When the invasion comes at the end of the film, 

not a single Russian is seen, they are only heard. Only machinery is heard, driven by the system. 

Sebek does feel totally betrayed, but the betrayal could be just as easily from the system he 

spent the majority of the movie lauding as the betrayal of his friend. As noted above when 

discussing Kolja, Franta’s comment about Zubata, in one sentence, transfers all the negative 

feelings he has been directing at the Russians onto the system of the Russians.        

 

RUSSIANS AS BRINGER OF SYSTEM: 

The three films together, if not independently, assign the Russians as the bringers of the 

oppressive system to the Czech Lands. It is difficult to connect the bringing of a new system to 

the Czech Lands in Ģelary because of the time it is set in. The Russian lieutenant’s comment at 

the end of the film, however, implies that the system, which drove the Russians to that village, 

will incorporate the Czech baby at some point as well. Pel²ġky makes reference to the invasion 

as the rejuvenator of the system when, at the end, adult-Michal’s voiceover states, “Some got 

promoted,” while a scene of Sasa being referred to as Comrade Principal plays out. Kolja, as 

discussed in the immediately previous subsection, results in Franta separating Russians as 

people from the system he had been associating with them.      

 

RUSSIANS AS BRINGER OF CHAOS: 

Closely related to RUSSIANS AS BRINGER OF SYSTEM, is that the Russians brought with 

them chaos. As argued in the above section RUSSIANS AS CHAOS, the Russians themselves 

were not necessarily chaos, nor were they solely those acting in chaotic manners. The effect 

they had on the Czechs, in part due to the system they brought with them, led to chaos existing 

among the Czechs themselves.  

 

CZECHS AND RUSSIANS AS VICTIMS: 

With the separation of the system of oppression from the Russians themselves, each of the three 

films shows that both Czechs and Russians are victims, while both Czechs and Russians at 

different times are perpetrators as well. The introduction of the Russian soldiers discussed above 

in Ģelary is likewise one of victims. The soldiers have been through terrible experiences, as 

evidenced by their paranoid firing and battling. The Czechs are likewise obviously victims from 

both the Russians and their fellow Czech villagers. In Pel²ġky, the only perpetrators, or anyone 

close to being perpetrators, are Czechs. This extends to the police chief recounting his murder 

of at least one innocent person due to orders from the system, Sebek’s political harassment of 

his son, and Kraus’s tyranny in his first family. In Kolja, we learn that Franta’s brother 

emigrated to the West to escape the system enforced by the Czechs, not the Russians. This 

concept is reinforced by the fact that Franta’s sham marriage is actually arranged (without his 

knowing) so that his Russian “wife” can similarly escape to the West. She is not running from 

Russians, she is running from the system. Franta and Kolja likewise flee from the system, not 

the people. Each is a victim, but there are also perpetrators, namely the two Czech investigators 

and Miss Zubata. 
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LANGUAGE AS TOOL: 

As begun above in LANGUAGE AS CLEAVER, language is not always a cleaver. Language 

is a tool. Franta’s speech concerning tea demonstrates that some level of communication is 

indeed common between the Czechs and Russians. In addition to this, the changing relationship 

between Franta and Kolja shows that language can be used towards whatever means those who 

wield it desire. It is a tool. Those who do not wish to be cooperative can feign ignorance like 

Franta. Those who wish to help can, like the Principal in Ģelary, diffuse a misunderstanding 

and help. The knowledge of Russian, at least on the Czech part, did exist to some extent from 

the beginning of the relationship. The knowledge of Czech on the part of some Russians is 

demonstrated in Kolja to exist later on. It means that language and communication were tools, 

or weapons, to be wielded, not independent forces that each side was impotent in face of. In 

addition to mere knowledge of each other’s languages, the scene involving tea in Kolja 
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Abstract:  

Thirty years after the Velvet Revolution and the extensive alignment of the Czech anti-discrimination 

norms and policies with the European and international standards, the development of de-facto gender 

equality in the Czech Republic is still very slow. Based on a historical analysis of the Czech female 

empowerment, this paper argues that the present perception of the Czech society regarding gend

http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/archives/ebs/ebs_341_en.pdf
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public accessibility of the Bible in local languages and also greater availability of basic 

education, which would enable more people to comprehend it.2 Especially in the early stage of 

this movement, women enjoyed a rather good social status, they fought alongside men, and the 

movement’s radical faction (the Taborites) even allowed women to become preachers.3 In 

today’s Hussite Church female preachers still constitute about half of all active priests.4 Overall, 

Hussite women enjoyed a relatively equal position to that of men without major discrimination 

but also without any radical separation of the two sexes,5 which was a pattern that remained 

symptomatic of all further development of Czech female empowerment.  

Moving on in history, another important milestone was the Czech National Revival 

process in 1775–1848. It is important to mention that at that time, the Czech lands had been part 

of the Austrian monarchy for almost three hundred years and their national identity was 

gradually decreasing under the overwhelming influence of Austrians and Germans. The main 

purpose of the movement was to revive the Czech language, culture and overall patriotism, and 

the Czech society as a whole was active in this movement, including Czech women.6 It is also 

important to mention that the absence of the Czech aristocracy in the monarchy7 and the 

domination of non-Czech nobles helped to create, as a side effect, a certain egalitarian tradition 

among the ethnically Czech population that was reinforced during socialism and has persisted 

until today.8 

A truly revolutionary period for the rights of women began with the formation of 

Czechoslovakia in 1918. Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk, a Professor of Philosophy and the first 

Czechoslovak president, largely supported the equal rights of women to education and voting 

as well as their equal participation in decision-making in society9 and he is rightfully considered 

to be the most influential Czech male feminist politician.10 However, one could speculate that 

his major support could have been paradoxically counterproductive to the development of 

a genuine local feminist movement since through his policies, Czech women acquired political 

                                                           
2 The movement gradually grew into the conflict between the Hussites and the combined forces of the Holy Roman 

Emperor, the Papacy and several European monarchs loyal to the Catholic Church.  
3 More information about this can be found in: CÍSAŘOVÁ-KOLÁŘOVÁ, A. (1915). Ģeny v hnutí husitském 

(Women in the Hussite Movement), 1915, Prague: Knihy Sokolice. 
4 The membership of the Czechoslovak Hussite Church is estimated to be between 100,000 and 180,000 adherents, 

and about half of its 266 active priests are women. Online: https://www.ccsh.cz/view.php?id=336  
5

https://www.cddc.vt.edu/feminism/cz.html
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by introducing quotas for women in the Parliament,20 which, nonetheless, had no real influence. 

The government also supported female “activism” through the association the League of 

Women, which, however, was, in reality, functioning as a division of the Communist Party. As 

far as the right to abortion is concerned, it has never been seriously challenged in Czechia, 

whereas abortion discourse served as a strong platform for the unification of women’s 

movements in other countries where it was not available. Overall, the previous historical pattern 

repeated itself during the time of socialism. The Czech women were united with the men in the 

resistance against the main common enemy, namely the Soviet Union and an imposed 

communist regime. Similarly, as during the time of the First Republic, women did not 

necessarily have to fight for their political and working rights, as those were provided and 

enacted by the government. At the same time numerous social benefits were introduced, which 

helped to prevent the possible formation of a mass grass-root women’s movement, and women’s 

activism was “secured” by the state controlled socialist associations.  

Nevertheless, despite the centralized state nature of the emancipation, communist 

regimes did not merely exploit women, and many authors point out that the position of women 

in the socialist bloc was actually stronger than that of women in the West.21 Based on interviews 

with women conducted at the beginning of the 90s, Zabrodská shows that most women were 

indeed far more troubled by the fact that the emancipation was not properly concluded than by 

the fact that it was imposed.22 Havelková and Oates-Indruchová further problematize this period 

and warn against the prevailing binary reduction of the actors to the regime as the actant, and 

the people as the object being acted on, while maintaining that the all-embracing framework of 

communist power and ideology should be neither trivialized nor denied. Through their 

collection of studies analyzing different aspects and sectors of life during socialism, they prove 

that many different actors were involved in the creation and modification of a gender culture 

during this period. They also stress that despite the wide-spread myths, there was a fair portion 

of gender-relevant home-grown work in this period, and the communist gender policy arose not 

only from Marxism but also from the liberal first-wave feminism, and in the time of its 

application it even matched the demands of second-wave feminism.23  
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than the Western feminists (causing much of their frustration)24 – as expressed by Laura 

Busheikin, ñthe iron curtain was replaced by the blindsò.25 These differences might be 

generally ascribed to what was considered compulsory equalization and involvement in the 

public sector during the Soviet era, and to the rejection of feminism as just another “ism,” 

another ideology imposed from without, and one with leftist leanings.26 Šiklová provides a quite 

expressive example of this East-West feminist relation in her reflection from 1998: ñTheir 

criticism of Western democracy makes us uneasy because that is precisely the kind of system 

we would like to have in our own countryé They criticize us for not fighting for the ógainsô of 

socialism which the former regime bestowed on us. They argue that socialism enabled women 

http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GGGR_2017.pdf
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equality are often referred to as neo-Marxists; and the EU and the Norwegian funds supporting 

them are often labeled as humiliating and/or as interfering with Czech interests.48 Under such 

circumstances, many women who have long been fighting for gender equality do not identify 

themselves as feminists and are reluctant to engage in political life, and their decision might be 

intentional or subconscious. Since the end of the 2000s the Czech anti-feminist discourse 

gradually grew into a whole anti-gender discourse, and the term “gender ideology” has started 

to be used to label foreign liberal values that were “imported and imposed” on “the traditional 

Czech family” and the “existing social order.” The criticism of “gender ideology” has 

eventually developed into a whole new discourse strategy of many conservative political 

representatives, and it is rather successfully used in the media to detour popular support from 

new progressive gender laws and policies such as the Istanbul Treaty. Moreover, the criticism 

and hate speech direc
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women have paid until now and they carry out the double burden which leaves them very little 

time and energy to concentrate on their own careers and public life. This seems to be one of the 

reasons for the relative lack of career and political aspirations of Czech women and the fact that 

85–95% of the main political and economic decision-making positions are occupied by men 

despite the fact that the majority of university graduates in the CR are women. In order to allow 

women to be more active in public life, they need to get an increased support on the care-taking 

side from both their partners and the state. National polls conducted over the last 30 years 

confirm the changing nature of the general opinion, which has constantly and gradually shifted 

towards a fairer caretaking burden division. The younger generation of fathers wants to take an 

increasingly active role in child and household caring activities and they are also more 

supportive of female participation in public life and work.  

Based on this trend of changing norms and attitudes, one would expect a steady 

progressive development in the future. Nevertheless, in the attempt to preserve the existing 
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Abstract:  

The fall of communism in 1989 introduced far-reaching changes in the development of Slovakia. Not 

only was the society set on the path to the liberalism, democracy and Europeanization but it also 

witnessed the upsurge of the ethnic nationalism as a result of the nostalgia linked to the wartime Slovak 

state. The 1990s spread of the wartime Slovak state nostalgia encouraged the young generation of mostly 

disillusioned young to uphold the far right worldview and condone human rights abuses in post-

communist Slovakia. Initially, on the margins of the society, the far right in Slovakia has implemented 

a variety of efficient means to reach out to the public to persevere and mobilize its supporters while 

appealing to Slovak national pride and consciousness. The effort of this paper is to understand the 

process of the diffusion of the extreme right in Slovakia and focus on the extremistsô effort to normalize 

far-right ideology as a pretext of a broader mobilization. 
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My attention will be shifted from a notion of a homogenous Slovak nation as a core 

http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/uk/2016/05/longest-hatred


http://www.ivo.sk/8003/sk/publikacie/sucasny-pravicovy-extremizmus-a-ultranacionalizmus-na-slovensku-stav-trendy-a-podpora
http://www.ivo.sk/8003/sk/publikacie/sucasny-pravicovy-extremizmus-a-ultranacionalizmus-na-slovensku-stav-trendy-a-podpora
http://www.naseslovensko.net/en/about-us/


The 1st Interdisciplinary Conference on Human Rights, March 7–9, 2019, Prague, Czech Republic 

69 
 
 

stopped shaving his head. Daniel Vražda described this transformation of appearance as 

Kotleba’s need to “zľudovieť,” which in English can be translated as “getting closer to people” 

in a sense that he would become accepted and ideally admired by the wider population.32 The 

followers of Kotleba (Kotlebovci) opted for a calming effect of dark green color T-shirts with 

Kotleba ĽSNS’ logo. Some party members, such as the district leader of ĽSNS in Levice 

Rastislav Jakubík even removed a tattoo of Haken Kreuz. When asked about the Nazi symbol 

tattooed on his chest, Jakubík denied the association of the ĽSNS with Neo-Nazism as “an 

absolute nonsense” and explained that the tattoo was the act of his past youth rebellion.33 

Another major step in the normalization of the image was the replacement of the problematic 

double cross, resembling the wartime fascist HSĽS’ cross, with the Cyril-Methodius double 

cross – the state sign of Slovakia. Milan Uhrík described this move as a “resolute distancing 

from any association with nazism, fascism or any form of extremism“ and claimed that the 

change of symbol is a message to “all decent and conscientious people not to be afraid of ĽSNS. 

Only those who steal from the state should worry.” 34  

The normalization of the image was followed by public gestures of altruism as an 

expression of social 
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essence of their womanhood. Today, the desire to become a mother, raise children and dedicate 

their hearts to family concerns an only minority of girls.”
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Selected historical events such as the nineteenth century panslavism and the 1945 liberation of 

Czechoslovakia by the victorious Red Army are simplified, sanitized and collapsed in a timeless 

ideological capsule which is than disseminated via a variety of communication channels for the 

public consumption. One example of the normalization of pro-Russian stance can be traced in 

ōudov§ ml§deģ summer camps and hiking trips where the youth are exposed to the 

normalization of right-wing ideology through their own existential experience. (Cammelli, 

2017, p.
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1930s prewar era of Andrej Hlinka is symbolically collapsed into the idea of the rootedness of 

Slovak nation, Slavic transnation and the idea of the brotherhood of Slavs.   

 

 

3. CONCLUSION 

 

There is a general misconception of Europe as a pot of ethnic, racial, religious and gender 

hatreds bubbling under the lid. Ethnic, racial, religious and gender hatred are present in Europe, 

but it takes an effort to make them bubble. These hatreds are not unconscious fears, but instead 

carefully manipulated feelings, fear mongering behind the security discourses that with the help 

of gender lens can be readily normalized, rationalized and accepted. The process of 

normalization of the extreme right is under way. If Kotleba succeeds in promoting his extreme 

worldview as an alternative lifestyle appealing to the youth, then ranks of the radicals will 

increase. Although those who will be attracted might not be racist, their sympathizing with 

Kotleba’s multidimensional effort to challenge the system will draw the sympathizers closer to 

the acceptance of the racist worldview. The next elections are scheduled for March 2020. 

Sociologist Vašečka made a gloomy prediction: “It might be a dramatic mess in the next 

election,” he says, “We do not know what will happen in the next two years, but we do know 

that the cynicism and frustration will be there.”64   
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within his earthly domain. Or, mankind’s purpose is famously expressed in the Westminster 

Shorter Catechism: „What is man’s primary purpose? Man’s primary purpose is to glorify God 

and to enjoy Him forever”.3 

First, in the book of Genesis, chapters 1 and 2, God established an environment where 

human beings could flourish, called Eden. God called forth the life support systems (air, light, 
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Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 

the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on 

the earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 

him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to 

them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion 

over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living 

thing that moves on the earth.” 

 

Scholars have noted similar terms and concepts shared by Genesis 1–2 and the royal ideology 

of the ancient Near East – as well as the differences. According to the Antrahasis Epic, for 

instance, humans were created to mitigate the toil and tedium experienced by the inferior gods, 

who dug canals. Mankind was created and put to work, replacing the lesser gods in food 

production, infrastructure maintenance, and civil construction projects. This hoped-for solution 

proved to be a mixed blessing, though, as the numbers of humankind grew immensely and 

caused great commotion, upsetting the tranquility of heaven. Some gods attempted to quell this 

disturbance through disease, infertility, and stillbirth, but the “final solution” was a great flood. 

Following the deluge, a new race of human beings was permitted to develop who were enslaved 

to the gods to provide offerings in their temples and service in the empire.  

 While there are similarities between the biblical and other ancient cosmologies, scholars 

note the great differences with reference to the purpose of human beings. The biblical story is 

set within an antithetical ontology and anthropology, and an entirely different worldview. 

According to Genesis, God was not burdened by drudgery in creation or in the maintenance of 

his house. In fact, it was a great pleasure. Rather than the Mesopotamian worldview in service 

of a corrupt social system existing for the very few and thriving on the subjugation of the many, 

God’s reign fostered true human flourishing among all social and economic classes. Further, 

the sacred image was not restricted to the king with its trickle down benefits for the priestly and 

aristocratic elite, but was shared by all. God was not disturbed by the advent of human beings. 

Neither was there a disjunction between God’s work and mankind’s labor. In fact, humans were 

critical agents in God’s mission in creation. They were not pests or slave labor, a necessary evil 

to keep the body politic operating smoothly. They were, rather, the crown of creation, the apex 

of God’s artistry and the stewards of God’s house. They were royal ambassadors and vice-

regents in God’s kingdom. There was no human rights problem in God’s garden sanctuary, for 

human beings possess dignity given by God. 

 

3.2 The Tower of Babel: “Let us build ourselves a city”5 
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terribly awry, a reversal of Eden. 

Babel was also the primordial foreshadowing of the post-Eden cultural and religious 

trajectory of mankind. The human advances which Genesis 4–11 catalogues (city-building and 

military prowess, farming and herding, music and metal-working) were all problematic as they 

occurred after the advent of sin, which meant violence, corruption, and subjugation, as well as 

the abuse of human rights. In Babel powers of all sorts, religious and political, economic and 

legal converged to erect a society committed to rebellion against God, and determined to resist 

the mandate of God to disperse and subdue the earth. The harmony of language, cult, culture, 

ideology, and empire served as a means to subvert God’s purpose in the world – and, the 

inevitable result was the violation of human rights.  

 

3.3 Egypt: “Who is the Lord?” 

When Pharaoh asked, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey him and let Israel go?” (Exodus 

5:2), he asked a very important question, even paradigmatic, only plausible “east of Eden” 

(Genesis 3:24). In effect, he queried: Who is the true God and what kind of society is best suited 

for mankind? Which house and householder is the best provider? Does Pharaoh provide what 

is needed to live? Does everyone associated with his household have fair access to raw materials 

and services? Are there equity and opportunity, justice and compassion for all? Do order and 

harmony, productivity and fulfilment characterize the social relations of Egypt’s theocracy?  
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Herod loved honours and, being powerfully dominated by this passion, he was led 

to display generosity whenever there was reason to hope for future remembrance 

or present reputation. But since he was involved in expenses greater than his 

means, he was compelled to be harsh toward his subjects, for the greater number 

of things on which he spent money as gifts to some caused him to be the source 

of harm to those from whom he took this money.9 

 

The third element was the imperial cult, which provided the ideological glue that held the social, 

economic, cultural, and religious pieces together by persuasion though image and ritual. 

According to Roman ideology, with the gods’ help Augustus brought peace, order, and 

“salvation” to earth by the imposition of the Pax Romana. A new eschatological era was created 

by the gods, all flowing out of the bosom of Rome. Augustus was the prototype of a new kind 

of human being and brought “good news” (gospel) to the conquered nations
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Testament prophets’ critique of corruption and the abuse of human rights is instructive. As 

representatives of the God who “loves justice” (Isaiah 61:8) the prophets served as covenant 

prosecutors, calling Israel back to compliance with God’s law, even as they warned of judgment 

on the Gentile nations and their oppressive regimes.  

The prophets ascribed a major source of corruption and disorder to greed (sin). Isaiah 

described the “shepherds” (religious leaders) of Israel as “dogs with mighty appetites; they 

never have enough,” those who only seek their “own gain” (56:11). Jeremiah censured the king, 

Shallum, because his “eyes and heart” are motivated by “dishonest gain” (22:23). According to 

Jeremiah, the entire social fabric was saturated by systemic acquisitiveness: “From the least to 

the greatest, all are greedy for gain” (6:13; cf. 8:10). Jeremiah denounced economic impurity in 

the royal court and the practice of corvée: "Woe to him who builds his palace by 

unrighteousness, his upper rooms by injustice, making his countrymen work for nothing, not 

paying them for their labour” (22:13).  

Likewise, the lifestyle of the rich and famous was commensurate with their arrogance 

and avarice. Amos decried the accoutrements of Israel’s corrupt upper class: “You lie on beds 

inlaid with ivory and lounge on your couches. You dine on choice lambs and fattened calves. 

You strum away on your harp like David and improvise on musical instruments. You drink 

wine by the bowlful and use the finest lotions” (Amos 6:4–6a).  

The judicial system was full of scandal. Amos 2:6b–7a provides an example using 

common terms for poverty (the needy, poor, and oppressed): “They sell the righteous [poor] for 

silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals [latifundia]. They trample [tax] on the heads of the 

poor as upon the dust of the ground and deny justice to the oppressed.” If such abuse came to 

adjudication, the wealthy, who either retained positions on the court or bribed those who did, 

manipulated the judicial system to their advantage. 

The prophets also confronted economic injustice in the temple. Micah lamented the 

priests who “teach for a price” and prophets who “tell fortunes for money” (3:11b). Jeremiah 

“stood at the gate of the Lord’s house” and condemned it as a “den of robbers” (7:1,11; and so 

did Jesus [Matthew 21:13]). Deceptive speech, injustice, oppression of the needy, violence, 

theft, adultery, and idolatry were practiced in its courts (vs. 4–9). Isaiah exposed the hypocrisy 

of religious fasting that condoned injustice, oppression, and neglect of the needy (58:6–7,10). 

Further, Amos recorded attempts to hurry through holy days to reopen the market (Amos 8:5a).  

In short, the prophetic critique focused on the cabal between ruler, priest, judge, and 

merchant that constructed a cultural environment predicated on greed and lust for power, 

resulting in inequity and excess, abuse and oppression. Because of this, the prophets announced 

an array of punishments, decay, and disorder, as well as a call to repentance and a restoration 

of justice. 

 

 

5. THE NEEDY IN THE LAND 

 

As a class the needy in ancient Israel were those whose economic viability, social standing, 

personal safety, and legal security were in jeopardy. These included the physically impaired, 

the poor and the resident alien, as well as the widow and orphan. Each of these was dependent 

upon the goodwill of others for sustenance and protection as stipulated in God’s law. However, 

all too often their countrymen harbored “wicked thoughts” (Deuteronomy 15:9) and were 

“unconcerned” about their plight (Ezekiel 16:49).11 The needy were “forgotten” (Psalm 9:18), 

                                                           
11 ”The worst problem, that which these group have in common, is powerlessness” and its consequences 

experienced as a denial of human rights: “lack of status, lack of respect, making one an easy mark for the powerful 

and unscrupulous, so that those who are not poor are likely to become poor and those who are poor are going to 
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“despised” (Proverbs 14:21), “disgraced,” (Psalm 74:21), “afflicted” (Psalm 72:12; cf. 107:41), 

and “taken advantage of” (Deuteronomy 24:14).  

 The Bible’s response to the violation of human rights of the needy and social corruption 

was twofold. First, there were subjective motivations based upon the biblical worldview. 

Israel’s response to the needy was rooted in the imitation of God and his redemption of Israel 

from Egyptian slavery. Every member of the community should evidence a positive disposition 

to the poor and powerless. The Lord was compassionate (Exodus 22:27) and kind to the needy 

(Psalm 106:7). Likewise, his people should be generous (Deuteronomy 15:8, 11; Psalm 112:5; 

Proverbs 11:25; 22:9; Isaiah 58:7) and kind to their brethren (Job 24:21; Psalm 109:12, 16; 

Proverbs 14:21, 31: 19:17; 28:8; Daniel 4:27). In fact, as an advocate for his impoverished 

people, God had redeemed Israel (Exodus 6:6; 15:13; Isaiah 63:9; Psalm 106:10). Just so, Israel 

should extend the manifold blessings of the divine economy to all. Israelites were to “love your 
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very close to the late President T. G. Masaryk (1850-1937), and Horák´s appointment to 

Moscow was an expression of the unrealistic and blind hopes that President Beneš and Foreign 

Minister Jan Masaryk (1886–1948), son of T. G. Masaryk, maintained; that Czechoslovakia 

would be a bridge connecting East and West.  

 The complex history of tragic events of deportation of Czechoslovak civilians to the 

Soviet Gulag camps was taboo for four decades in communist Czechoslovakia. After the 

collapse of Communism, some aspects of this long and multilayered historical process have 

been researched and, particularly, memories of survivors and witnesses have been published.4 

Many questions are still to be clarified, which will not be possible without larger accessibility 

to the archival sources in Russia. This paper examines legal and diplomatic questions regarding 

deportations which have, so far, stood in the margins of the focus of researchers. The article 

concentrates on deported civilians, leaving the question of repatriation of prisoners of war – 

soldiers of German, Slovak and Hungarian army – out of its focus.  

 

 

2. LEGAL, DIPLOMATIC AND MORAL ASPECTS OF DEPORTATION 

OF CZECHOSLOVAKS 

 

The areas worst affected by deportations were the east and south east part of Slovakia (mainly 

in January, February, and March of 1945), and Prague (in May and June 1945). However, 

deportations also took place later and from other parts of Czechoslovakia. Later in this article, 

more particulars will be provided on how many and what types of people were deported.  

There were several typical ways how the Red Army and NKVD5 deported the civilians, 

and each of them used lies and false promises. All the men between sixteen and sixty years of 

age, but in many places also young women, were called to assemble to take part in voluntary 

work for three days. This work was usually to repair damaged bridges, railways or roads. 

Sometimes there was a promise of sugar coupons or discussion about a better arrangement for 

a “new life”. People usually obeyed, sometimes enthusiastically. In some places, local 

authorities, in efforts to cooperate, even assisted the Soviets in organizing this; thus, the people 

trusted the call more. Sometimes people were not free of anxiety, like when they learned about 

the aggressive behavior of Red Army soldiers or where the communist partisans or would-be 

partisans assumed power in the national committees.  

After the people gathered, they started to be treated as prisoners and criminals and were 

transported away. The Soviets threatened to punish severely the entire family if an individual 

would hide or run away.  

 In Prague, the deportations occurred immediately after the Red Army reached the 

capital of Czechoslovakia. The victims of deportations were particularly the immigrants from 

the former Russian Empire, who came to Czechoslovakia in the early 1920´s. They lived here 

almost twenty-five years and were Czechoslovak citizens. The Red Army/NKVD officers had 



The 1st Interdisciplinary Conference on Human Rights, March 7–9, 2019, Prague, Czech Republic 

94 
 
 

“troika,” which would interrogate and immediately pass sentence in a purely arbitrary way. The 

usual charge of espionage led to 10-15 years in the Gulag. Those arrested were treated very 

roughly. They often were not told what the charge was or were forced to confess to espionage 

and to sign documents they did not understand. They were not able to defend themselves. They 

were not allowed a qualified defense, and no evidence was given. Even if some of those arrested 

thought that it must have been a bizarre mistake which will be explained and corrected soon, it 

was not. They had to experience how the Soviet regime treated the humans.  

Even adherents of the pro-Hitler regime in Slovakia during World War II should not 

have been arrested by the Soviets, tried by the Red Army/NKVD officers, and deported to the 

Soviet Union. According to the Czechoslovak-Soviet Treaty of 8 May, 1944, they should have 

been tried by Czechoslovak courts. The Czechoslovak citizens were abducted on the 
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Gorovský,7 would never be freed from the Gulag and never be repatriated; as there was no interest 

in his return to Czechoslovakia. Goliath spent in 17 years in the Gulag and was repatriated in 

1955, three years after Clementis was executed in one of the major Stalinist show trials.  

There were many meetings of Czechoslovak diplomats and politicians, particularly 

Vladimír Clementis, with the Soviet Ambassador in Prague, Valerian Alexandrovich Zorin,8 

right from his arrival in Prague. For example, on 23 May, 1945, Clementis asked for 

Czechoslovak citizens held by the NKVD to be handed over to Slovakia, as a law had been 

passed in Slovakia about the punishment of Nazi and Slovak clero-fascist collaborators. Zorin 
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Zorin, in Prague, expressed to Clementis in one of his conversations (on August 13, 

1945) the Soviet position that „there was no point in intervening in individual cases, and that 

there had to be a general solution which he (Zorin) had allegedly urged on several occasions“ 

(Bystrov, 2003, p. 119, cited in Polišenská, 2015, p. 131). In reality, the Soviet position was 

quite the opposite. They refused a general solution, which the Czechoslovaks urged, and 

required an intervention for every deported Czechoslovak civilian individually.  

 Vague Soviet assurances continued. Zorin informed Clementis on 22 August, that 

Moscow had already made a „general decision, “but did not say anything specific. The surviving 

documents do not reveal anything about this. I think that Zorin was not telling the truth because 

several years later the Soviet side was still promising a general decision, and the Czechoslovak 

diplomats were still urging it.  

The main battlefield for the repatriation of deported Czechoslovaks was in Moscow. 
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of the most important tasks of our embassy” (AMZV, USSR 1943–1960 [Moscow Embassy], 

box 22, cited in Polišenská, 2015, pp. 160–161). 
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returned home on the edge of death and reported about huge mortality and physical and 

psychological violence in the camps.  

The numbers of those deported was a permanent, difficult, and exhausting issue for the 

Czechoslovak diplomats. The Soviets were very hard negotiators, self-confident and haughty. 

They were promising an early solution, presented data that was completely different from that 

provided by the Czechoslovaks, and they did not provide any justification to the Czechoslovaks, 

which Czechoslovakia did. They denigrated the Czechoslovak data as exaggerated and untrue, 

even if the names of deportees were based on letters from their families, from local police 

stations, and from national committees. Immediately after Czechoslovakia presented the lists, 

the Soviets required new lists and asked for new and more precise data. 

The Soviet Union acknowledged only 1,232 deported citizens: 482 as reportedly 

repatriated, 237 in the process of repatriation, and 513 to be tried in the Soviet Union (!) 

(AMZV, USSR 1945–
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Czechoslovak civilians. In this case no Czechoslovak authority in Chop reported on the 

repatriation of such a group, because the Soviets let the repatriates cross the border without 

a proper transfer to Czechoslovak authorities.  

The Munich Dictate and the Vienna Arbitration, through which Germany and Hungary 

annexed significant portions of Czechoslovak territory in 1938, and recent tragic wartime 

experience, were a strong engine of particularly Czech nationalism. The Czech – Slovak 

relationship was also not smooth, due to the proclamation of the pro-Hitler Slovak state on one 

side and the very reluctant recognition of Slovak national identity by President Beneš combined 

with centralized policy on the other side. The transfer of historically German minorities from 

Czechoslovakia, Poland, and Hungary was codified by the Potsdam Conference. For Edvard 

Beneš and his establishment, this was a great historical victory which was fully justified. The 

efforts to achieve a transfer of Hungarians according to the same model did not succeed, and thus 

Czechoslovakia used population exchange and forced resettlement. Even if there were many 

ethnic Slovaks deported to the Gulag, the largest deportations occurred from regions populated 

by Hungarians (south and south east of Slovakia) and by so called Carpathian Germans, who 

settled particularly in the Zips region in the 1200´s. Subsequently, Czechoslovak politicians were 

not interested in the repatriation of Germans and Hungarians, as this was one of the means how 

to reduce their minorities in the country. Retribution was clearly a strong motive. 

 The fact that many of them returned was a merit of democratic and human elements in 

the diplomatic service, particularly Ambassador Horák and Attaché Vaško. 

In early 1946, Vladimír Clementis said that in Czechoslovak foreign politics, “What is 

perhaps historically most binding is … that we want to have a national state of Czechs and 

Slovaks – that is, a state without Germans and Hungarians.”10 This political concept reflected 

in Czechoslovak repatriation diplomacy as a violation of humanity and had a direct impact on 

it. Fortunately, the impact was not total, but it still caused dozens and perhaps hundreds of tragic 

fates, as the Czechoslovak organs in Prague and Bratislava excluded many Czechoslovak 

citizens from the lists.  

The Czechoslovak Memorandum originally contained more than 3,000 names of 

deported citizens, including Hungarian and German ethnicity (AMZV, USSR 1945–1959, box 

39, folder 3, cited in Polišenská, 2015, p. 140). The Foreign Ministry first deleted Slovak 

Germans and Hungarians and then sent this list to the embassy in Moscow. This happened at 

the time when, based on the so called Beneš Decrees, the Hungarians in Slovakia were deprived 

of Czechoslovak citizenship (and therefore also of the protection of Czechoslovak 

Government), and many lost their property and jobs. Many Slovak Hungarians however 

remained on the lists forwarded to the embassy in Moscow for negotiations – this was made 

possible thanks to statements on political reliability issued by local national committees to the 

family members, which were attached to the applications for repatriation.  

In Czechoslovakia, after much pressure by the Ministry of Interior, which was one of 

the most pro-Communist institutions in the country, the unconditional requirement of 

repatriation of all deported civilians was replaced by a selective principle in 1947 (AMZV, 

USSR 1945–1959, box 38, folders 3 and 7 and box 33, cited in Polišenská, 2015, p. 232). Instead 

of insisting on an unconditional of all its deported citizens now the Czechoslovak state decided 

whom it wants back and who has to stay (which meant die) in the Gulag. The families had to 

justify why their deported members had the right to return. Usually this happened through so 
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Soviet Union was an absolute hegemon on the liberated territory, and it proceeded fully 

according to its own interest, disregarding, neglecting, and violating international agreements, 

legal stipulations, moral principles of truth, and humanity itself.   

The goal of this article goal was to focus on legal, diplomatic and moral aspects of the 

deportations.  

From the legal point of view, the Soviet violation of a valid treaty with Czechoslovakia 

and of sovereignty of an allied country was demonstrated clearly.  

In the diplomatic negotiations, the Soviets were hard and tricky negotiators unresponsive 

to Czechoslovak arguments. Even before the communist take-over in February 1948, the 

Czechoslovak diplomacy was gradu
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very significant for understanding, in this case the image of a country (how it is constructed by 

media sources). It is due to the ability of language to give meaning to everything that exists; 

that all things, events and concepts have its sense, meaning and identity (Hansen, 2006, 16). 

Role of language is social and constitutive in this approach. That is why media is significant 

too – with the help of language it constructs realities. Everything can be text in social reality, 

because it has a specific meaning attached to it (Neumann, 2008, 63).  

When it comes to the nature of knowing (epistemology of this approach), post-

structuralism denies causal knowledge, it uses constructive knowledge meaning that social 

reality is constructed and built by people. Media has got power to construct reality and image 

of politicians, governments and states as well. It is so-called framing power, “that encourage 

target audiences to think, feel, and decide in a particular way” (Entman, 2007, 164; Gross and 

D’Ambrosio, 2004, 3). In order to maintain domestic obedienc
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Censorship laws are the laws that demand an approval of the materials planned to show or print.  

 

Event 1: In 2010, WikiLeaks website provided top-secret information on USA in Iraq, murders 

in Kenya and the Guantanamo Bay procedures (Top 10 World Events in 2010: Year In Review 

| Long Island Press, 2018).  

 

Following such unveiling activity of the WikiLeaks website in 2010 the Law on Protection of 

Children from Information Harmful to Their Health and Development was signed, and came 

into force in 2011 (The Washington Post, 2018). On one hand, such a law is indeed supposed 

to have a positive effect, and protect children from inappropriate content (Roudik, 2011). But 

on the other, it gives more power to those who need it, in this case to the state and 

“Roskomnadzor” because their experts make decisions (The Federal Service for Supervision of 

Communications, 2014). It untied the hands of the government in regards of shutting down 
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(Russia Country Report | Freedom on the Net 2017, 2018; Luhn, 2014). “Yarovaya Laws” (called 

after author Irina Yarovaya) of 2016 allows deeper interference into data providers’ work 

(Yarovaya, 2016.; Yarovaya Law and New Telecoms Data Storage Requirements, 2018). 

In 2016 RBC editors were fired, because they allowed information on Russian 

government’s connection to corruption (Russia Country Report | Freedom on the Net 2017, 

2018). Blame for interference in US elections triggered laws’ amendments in order to secure 

the “quality” of information in the domestic media and image in foreign one.  

All these instances can be seen through power-knowledge concept, because those 

holding power frame knowledge. This is what has been happening in Russia – government is 

accumulating so much power it just dictates the information to the population and expects them 

to believe in it. This is when constitutive power of language and media plays its role composing 

its reality and interpreting events.  

 

3.2 The Hungarian Case 

In 1990s, after fall of the Communism, the process of “deregulation” started in Eastern Europe 

(Gross, 2000, 121). It was done in order to limit states’ interference in the media activities, thus 

giving an idea of previous deep governments’ intervention. During democratization period 

Hungarian media went through reforms and it was one of those countries to allow foreign 

investors in, thus making me
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Event 1: Lisbon Treaty came into force in 2009 and European citizens would be given the 

opportunity to influence proposed EU laws (EU celebrates entry into force of Lisbon Treaty ï 

China.org.cn, 2018). 
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to construct reality along with constitutive power of language, it does pose threat on newly 

elected political elites with their constant struggle for power. It puts them in the position of 

competition, because knowledge is power and elites cannot allow someone else to monopolize 

this knowledge.     

 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

 

The Twenty-First century is an era of information, and those who have it are very highly 

positioned compared to others. This paper’s aim was to compare two specific states: Russian 

Federation and Hungary with their laws limiting media freedom. Both countries are considered 

democracies with press freedom constitutionally guaranteed. Historically, since the end of the 

Communism, they had different ways of developing. While new Russian leaders of 1990s 

started attempts to deeply control media, its ownership and censorship, Hungary avoided such 

a problem for two decades. And only in 2011 things became different and more concerning. For 

both countries and their elites, world political events were factors that triggered the laws 

toughening, because curre
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A Brief History of the Russian Media. Available at: http://www.interpretermag.com/a-brief-

history-of-the-russian-media/  
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Abstract:  

The part of Nazi ideology based on discrimination against the Roma during the 1930s and 1940s led to 

the murder of hundreds of thousands of innocent Roma people. Roma from Hungary, Austria, Serbia 

and other European countries were labeled as criminals, asocials, and misfits due to being perceived 

as culturally inferior and lacking the superior qualities of the Aryan race. Like the Jewish population, 

the Roma were forced to register with the state and sent to labor camps and concentration camps, where 

systematic executions and medical experiments conducted by the Nazis occurred. Although it is 

important to understand the persecution of the Jews during this time, it must be understood that other 
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population affected by the Nazi rule. But it is also important to gain a full record of the 

Holocaust and to memorialize all victims. 

The Roma were originally from India and were said to arrive in Europe between the 

twelfth and thirteenth century.7 Although Roma had moved throughout Eastern Europe, Asia, 

and Siberia, the estimates on the amount of Roma range from eight to ten million in Europe.8 

For the Roma, there are many positive characteristics that display thei
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because they did not have a settlement in any specific European country, and they were often 

persecuted because of fulfilling occupations of music and living nomadic lifestyles. According 

to Nazi ideologists, this led to the belief that Roma were a disruption to German culture and 

that Roma were of little economic or political benefit.16  
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danger due to Romani living in the vicinity.24 Such fear was fueled by the ideology of the 

Romani as being spies for the Soviet Union and that the Romani were gathering information on 

military operations. For example, in 1939 members of a Gypsy band performing in Magdeburg 

had allegedly attempted to question soldiers about the military were kept for several months 

under surveillance.”25 Romani were labeled as threats to Nazi military operations for allegedly 
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‘unreliable’, many were ‘of questionable character and with a criminal record’.”34 Although 

many Roma were targeted as criminals, it was only a justification for the Nazis to separate 

minority groups from those in support of Nazi Germany.  

 Through the Nazi dehumanization of the Romani, the Nazi government created 

institutions and organized research to justify their persecution of the Romani. C. R. Sridhar 

states that in 1936, the Racial Hygiene and Population Biology Research Unit was created to 

“study the link between Romani heredity and crime.”35 The use of such units had strengthened 

the stereotypes that linked Roma with crime. Additionally, policies created by the Weimar 

Republic linked the Romani race to criminality and made Gypsies eligible to be subjected to 

cruel treatment.36 This allowed for persecution of people that seemed like outcasts and aided in 

furthering the justification of depriving Romani of citizenship and condemning them to forced 

labor, and deportation.37 Therefore, the Romani were dehumanized due to lacking similar 

culture to most Europeans.  

 

 

6. RESTRICTIONS ON ROMANI  

 

Nazi efforts to restrict the Roma from continuing their ways of life continued through 1939, 

with the Reich Security Main Office planning to deport 30,000 Roma to Poland.38 Historian 

Michael Zimmerman states, “prohibition on various kinds of employment, social isolation in 

‘Gypsy community camps’ (usually municipally run) and new limitations in social welfare.”39 

Such restrictions by the Nazis on the Romani began to become similar to those of the Jewish 

population, which would soon impact the fate of the Romani. The registration of Romani the 

police had been implemented shortly after 1936, which is like that of the Jewish population.40 

Unlike the original Romani that had come from Northern India, some Romani had a physical 

appearance that was similar to most Europeans due to intermarriage.41 Such mixing of blood 

made it difficult to distinguish Europeans from Romani and forced the Nazis to become much 

stricter with regulations on Romani. Additionally, all Romani who had once been supportive of 

Germany in serving in the military had now faced discrimination. In 1937, all active duty 

military personnel had been excluded from the Ger
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accurate, it adds to the support that Western nat
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victims, and other articles from the Second World War prove that there were crimes committed 

against both racial and ethnic groups.  
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the huge dollar deficits that prevented European countries from purchasing goods from the 

United States (Tarnoff, 2017). The United States offered the same aid to the Soviet Union and 

its allies, but the Soviet Union refused to accept it as doing so would allow a degree of US 

control over the communist economies (McMahon, 2003).  

  Soviet foreign minister V. Molotov rejected the Marshall Plan and he proposed the 

Soviet Union's alternative to the Marshall plan. It was created by the Soviet Union in 1947 to 

provide aid to rebuild the countries in Eastern Europe that were politically and economically 

aligned to the Soviet Union. It later was expanded to the Council for Mutual Economic 

Assistance (the Comecon), an economic organization from 1949 to 1991 under the leadership 

of the Soviet Union that comprised the countries of the Eastern Bloc along with a number of 

communist states in the world.  

The post war period in the Soviet Union and in the Soviet 'satellite' countries were 

characterized by totalitarian control of society and individuals by the government when private 

property was expropriated and human rights, including the right to a fair trial, were suppressed. 

Thus, the Yalta agreement of 1945 called for "free and unfettered elections" in Poland. 

However, J. Stalin, a Soviet politician, who ruled the Soviet Union from the mid–1920s until 

his death in 1953, allowed for elections in Poland in 1947 only after persecution of anti-

communist opposition candidates. (Osęka, 2011). 
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Soviets, who, after failed negotiations, sent half a million Warsaw Pact troops (Barber, 2018) 

and tanks represented by the Soviet Union, Poland, Bulgaria, East Germany and Hungary on 

20 August 1968 occupied the country with Romania and Albania refusing to participate. 

137 Czechoslovakian civilians were killed (Fraňková, 2017) and 500 seriously wounded 

(Willoughby, 2018) during the occupation. The occupying armies quickly seized control of 

Prague and the Central Committee's building, taking Dubček and other reformers into Soviet 

custody. But, before they were arrested, Dubček urged the people not to resist militarily to avoid 

"senseless bloodbath" (Wasserstein, 2007). The invasion stopped A. Dubček's Prague Spring 

liberalization reforms and strengthened the authority 

https://www.vlada.cz/


The 1st Interdisciplinary Conference on Human Rights, March 7–9, 2019, Prague, Czech Republic 

128 
 
 

conflicts in Syria, Libya and Yemen contributed to these countries’ slipping down the HDI, due 

to significant declines in their life expectancy or economic setbacks. It will take years, if not 

decades for them to return to pre-violence levels of development” (Human Development 

Indices and Indicators 2018 Statistical Update, pg. iii).  

 

 

3. COLLECTIVE AND INDIVIDUAL HUMAN RIGHT TO PEACE 

 

The United Nations proclaimed the maintenance of international peace and security as one of 

its purposes in Article 1 of the UN Charter (http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/un-

charter-full-text). The UN, particularly, the General Assembly (GA) has recognized the right to 

life in peace in its Resolution 33/73 (1978) and the right of peoples to peace in its numerous 

Resolutions, for example, in the Resolutions 39/11 (1989), 57/216 (2003), 60/163 (2006), 

63/189 (2009) and the right of everyone to enjoy peace in the Resolution 71/189 (2016). Thus, 

it affirmed in the Declaration on the Right of Peoples to Peace that “the peoples of our planet 

have a sacred right to peace; the preservation of the right of peoples to peace and the promotion 

of its implementation constitute a fundamental obligation of each State and ensuring the 

exercise of the right of peoples to peace demands that the policies of States be directed towards 

the elimination of the threat of war, particularly nuclear war, the renunciation of the use of force 

in international relations and the settlement of international disputes by peaceful means on the 

basis of the Charter of the United Nations” (The UN GA Resolution 39/11, 12 November 

1984). According to Article 1 of the Declaration on the Right to Peace of 19 December 2016: 

“Everyone has the right to enjoy peace such that all human rights are promoted and protected 

and development is fully realized” (UN GA Resolution 71/189). 

The right to peace has been also affirmed by the Resolutions of the Commission on 

Human Rights No. 5 (XXXII) 76, 200/66 and 2002/71, the Human Rights Council Resolutions 

No. 8/9 (2008), 11/4 (2009) and 14/3 (2010), 17/16 (2011), 32/28 (2016). 

The right to peace, a third-generation human right, was called “a human right with 

individual and collective dimensions” and justiciable under the individual complaint procedures 

of the UN Human Rights Committee and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights (Zayas, 2016).  

The right to peace can be violated in the case of an act of aggression or the use of force. 

Article 2 (4) of the UN Charter imposes obligations on States, particularly the obligation to 

refrain from the threat or the use of force in international relations and Article 2 (3) of the UN 

Charter contains a positive obligation to negotiate in good faith so as to settle disputes 

peacefully. The customary prohibition of the use of force is often claimed to be a rule of jus 

cogens status (Helmersen, 2014). It is universally considered to be a part of customary 

international law (Dörr, 2015) and has the effect of banning the use of armed force except for 

situations authorized by the UN Charter. Thus, the International Court of Justice noted in its 

judgement on Nicaragua case that “there can be no doubt that the issues of the use of force and 

collective self-defense raised in the present proceedings are issues which are regulated both by 

customary international law and by treaties, in particular the United Nations Charter” (ICJ 

Judgement of 27 June 1986, pg. 17). In its judgment in the Nicaragua Case the ICJ referred to 

the International Law Commission, “which in the course of its work on the codification of the 

law of treaties, expressed the view that the law of the Charter concerning the prohibition of the 

use of force in itself constitutes a conspicuous example of a rule in international law having the 

character of jus cogens” (paragraph (1) of the commentary of the Commission to Article 50 of 

its draft Articles on the Law of Treaties, ILC Yearbook, 1966-II, pg. 247). The prohibition of 

the use of force is generally considered to be a jus cogens rule, which would mean that it does 

not permit any derogation. It was noted, however, that derogations or exceptions from the 
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and armed conflicts, inter alia, human rights to life, liberty and security of person, to food, to 

housing, to education and to work are violated. The wars in the 20th century had devastating 

and destabilizing effect on development and fulfilment of human rights bringing deaths, 

atrocity, war-related famine, diseases and destruction. 

Today, studies have found that agricultural production is an average of 12.3 percent 

lower in conflict-affected countries than in those same countries during peacetime, severely 

impacting the right to food and food security and access to education and other public services 

are severely constrained in conflict-affected countries (OHCHR, 2016).  

Second, states or countries should refrain from the threat or the use of force or 

aggression and should negotiate in good faith so as to settle disputes peacefully in accordance 

with the UN Charter in order to ensure peace, human rights and sustainable development. 

Today, the use of force is prohibited under the UN Charter and customary international law. 

The prohibition of the use of force is generally considered to be a jus cogens rule. The 

prohibition of ‘aggression’ is erga omnes obligation. The prohibition of the use of force and 

aggression can be considered “the most important legal developments in international relations 

of the 20th century” (Kondoch, 2013). Moreover, wars, armed conflicts and disturbance in one 

country can be reflected in other countries. For example, since the civil war erupted in Syria, 

millions of refugees and migrants arrived at Europe. It is been referred to by the United Nations 

as the “biggest refugee crisis since WWII” 

(http://www.faithtoaction.org/displacement-and-family-separation-for-syrian-refugee-children/). 

Third, peace is not only absence of war. The former President of the UN Security 

Council noted in his report: “the non-military sources of instability in the economic, social, 

humanitarian and ecological fields have become threats to peace (UN Doc. S/23500, 31 

Jan.1992. Note by the President of the Security Council, pg. 3)”. As stated by the UN today: 

“A peaceful society is one where there is justice and equality for everyone. Peace will enable 

a sustainable environment to take shape and a sustainable environment will help promote 

peace” (https://www.un.org/en/events/peaceday/). To ensure peace, states should promote 

justice and stability in the economic, social, humanitarian and ecological fields. 

Fourth, we should remember that while wars and conflicts threaten both sustainable 

development and the enjoyment of human rights, sustainable development and human rights 

are themselves essential to conflict prevention. According to OHCHR, “the realization of 

human rights and of inclusive, equitable, human-centered development can alleviate root causes 

of conflict and enable peaceful and just methods of resolving tensions” (OHCHR, 2016). As 

history demonstrated, if there are no rule of law and public participation in democratic elections 

and reforms, there will be no political and socio-economic stability and sustainable 

development in the countries.  

Recognizing that development, peace, security and human rights are interlinked and 

mutually reinforcing requires ongoing, dynamic participation from the entire society in its 

governance and economy to ensure that conflicts do not escalate into violence. A country’s 

development must be inclusive and sustainable (UNDP, 2017). According to the Resolution of 

the UN General Assembly: “We are determined to foster peaceful, just and inclusive societies 

which are free from fear and violence. There can be no sustainable development without peace 

and no peace without sustainable development” (UN GA Resolution A 70/1, 2015). 

Fifth, international law is an essential tool for prevention and abolition of war without peace 
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emotions, actions, just everything people do on the workplace can and will be monitored and 

lead to measured allegedly predicted behavior. (Kinni, 2016) Amazon, not widely known for 

its humane treatment of employees just registered two patents for electronic bracelets which let 

the company know all movements of employees hands and their location on the premises. 

(Hurtz, 2018) 

While the private sector seems to be well advanced on a global scale to introduce all 

sorts of surveillance systems, politics is also busy in that area. Prediction software systems like 

Palantir are not only used by American police forces but meanwhile also in Germany. Even the 

technology sleepy German political class woke up when it turned out that the American 

“friends” were actually listening in to Chancellor Merkel’s private cell phone. 

The problem is not new. This article explores based on the example of some significant 

past cases, the changes technology enables and what this means not only for Germany. And it 

also discusses the human factor in surveillance systems which doesn‘t seem to change. Looking 
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from uncontrolled terror to a bureaucratic system of surveillance and persecution is almost 

similar. And as Goldhagen outlines a large number of people were involved in the industry of 

killing millions of people. (Goldhagen, 1996, p. 164ff) The Nazi regime was what we would 

today call an early-adopter of innovative technologies. The propaganda machine made use of 

all available channel, i.e. radio, telephone, print, cinema, mass events, travelling by car and 

planes etc. and the surveillance system was based on structured networks of organizations of 

faithful followers willing to denunciate alleged enemies of the party and the movement. 

Many Germans have not come even with the past, they feel cheated out of a heroic 

history and would like to re-invent the past. As we know, unfortunately, these Germans are not 

alone in Europe. It is a process which currently has many EU countries in its grip. And many 

people think that surveillance will solve the rising problems of accepting diversity and 

complexity in our globalized world. The often-made remarks in West Germany af
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otherwise related women played active roles in the resistance network. The NS administrations 

published the attempted assassination, but claimed that only a very small group was involved 

(“nur eine ganz kleine Clique” – this is also the title of the book. (Keyserlingk-Rehbein, 2018) 

In conclusion, the system lacked the technology to process the gathered information in 

real-time. As we see in the second example, the method of choice was brute force, not smart 

analytics. 

 

2.2 The Communist Resistance: Comintern 

The Communist resistance movement is interesting as its members as well as Social Democrats 

and Labor Union leaders were the primary focus of the NS persecution. Unfortunately for them, 

the communists were not only persecuted by the NS regime. They had a “home-made” problem: 

Stalin.  

In the Soviet Union the power struggle between Stalin and Trotsky and other parts of 
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the number is a 6-digit one. Surveillance owed to lack of appropriate technology was hand-

made. The IM system can be considered as a 
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(Bundeskriminalamt – Federal Criminal Investigation) Horst Herold installed the innovative 

technique to facilitate the search for alleged terrorists, the so-
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other side crimes committed by people with foreign roots. While the Nazi terrorist is usually 

assumed to have some “psychological problems”, young refugees are immediately arrested and 

prosecuted as terrorists without looking at the crime itself. (Ramelsberger, 2019b)  

Looking into extremist networks makes sense, as they turned out to be first professional 

adopters of the instrumentarianism technology opportunities. Especially the right-wing 

extremists proved to become expert users, often supported by cyber war experts from Russia. 

As Arendt tells us, it all starts with propaganda.  

It seems that the German movement has privatized the internet surveillance system for 

their own purposes even further. Their party, the AfD, currently moving more and more to right-

wing extremism, is just the propaganda interface to win ordinary people over. The party 

program doesn’t really matter, just as Arendt points out. The AfD is the front organization, and 
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Abstract: 

The European Union (EU) is a promoter of human rights in its external relations. The Unionôs human 

rights clauses are part of trade agreements with third countries and its development aid. The EU as 

a ñnormative powerò is a concept that has been discussed by many scholars, in particular Ian Manners 

and Helene Sjursen (Manners 2002), (Manners 2006), (Sjursen 2006). In order to achieve the normative 

power, the EU has established strong links with civil society and aims to empower the democratic 

ground for human rights and democracy in third countries. However, the EU's human rights policy is 

condemned from different angles and the general discontent has heightened since the beginning of the 
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(Manners 2002:252). Accordingly, Manners guarantees that the EU has a capability to “shape 

conceptions of ‘normal’ in international relations” (Manners 2002:239). It is this notion of 

impacting others and by spreading its qualities, that describes the thought of the EU as 

a normative power (Noureddine Raja: 2016). 

Nevertheless, the EU's policy on human rights and its position as a normative power are 

undermined from various angles. The general discontent has heightened since the beginning of 

refugee crisis in 2015. Thus, this paper will focus on the current human rights policy in the EU 

and the external and internal consequences of the refugee crisis that led to policies that clearly 

undermined the EU’s role as a normative power. The focus will be particularly on Turkey and 

the EU-Turkey statement and related aspects. This paper argues that human rights principles 

have been sacrificed to stability and internal security. Not only can this shift undermine EU’s 

role as a global actor in the long term, it has as well created drifts within its actors. There is 

a 
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these. In addition, the human rights’ perspective is often dwarfed by economic and geopolitical 

strategic interests (Vadura 2015:351). In relation to the migration crisis, the human rights’ 

perspective is overshadowed by the search for internal security and stability. 

 

 

3.
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The EU further reported that a civil society experienced high pressure under the state of 

emergency, which was reflected in the increased number of arrests of people that were reported 

as activists. The regime also banned the right to demonstration. Furthermore, the report 

criticised Turkey's actions against media. Various media offices were forcefully shut down, the 

authorities rejected the issuing of media cards and the government also pressed criminal charges 

against human right activists, social media users or journalists. (European Commission report 

2018). The response of Ankara, on the other hand, has criticized the EU as biased and has 

categorically dismissed all allegations.  

Similar concerns were raised by the United Nations Human Rights Office’s report 

whereby it was stated that “profound human rights violations against hundreds of thousands of 

people” have occurred during the repeated prolongations of the State of Emergency periods in 

Turkey. Such violations included “arbitrary deprivation of the right to work and to freedom of 

movement, to torture and other ill-treatment, arbitrary detentions and infringements of the rights 

to freedom of association and expression”. (UN Human Rights Watch Report 2018). 

As depicted, the relationship between the EU and Turkey has gradually worsened due 

to the backsliding political and constitution
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5. INTERNAL CONSEQUENCES OF THE REFUGEE CRISIS 

 

In addition to external action consequences, there has been a serious split and divisions taking 

place among the member states and disputes are erupting between certain member states and 

the European Commission and/or the European Court of Justice. Relocation quota mechanism 

introduced in July and September 2015 or the so-called solidarity mechanism was to help the 

member states that were under the serious burden of asylum seekers. In September 2015, the 

extraordinary Home Affairs Council adopted the decision, which established a temporary and 

exceptional relocation mechanism over two years from the frontline member states, such as 

Italy and Greece to the other member states, which entered into force in September 2015. 

(European Commission on Solidarity and Relocation Mechanism 2018). 

At its meeting in June 2016, the European Council asked to strengthen efforts to accelerate 

the implementation of the relocation and resettlement schemes. The Bratislava Roadmap of 

16 September 2016 reaffirmed the need to apply the principles of responsibility and solidarity in 

future migration policy. Relocation schemes have created an opposition particularly by the 

Central and Eastern European Countries, the so-called Visegrad 4 (Czech Republic, Slovakia, 

Hungary and Poland). In its twelfth progress report published in June 2017, the Commission 

regretted that despite repeated calls, the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland had yet to take the 

necessary action. The Commission decided to launch infringement procedures in June 2017 

against these three member states. In December 2017, the European Commission referred Poland, 

Hungary and to the Court of Justice of the EU for non-compliance with their legal obligations on 

relocation (European Commission on Solidarity and Relocation Mechanism 2018).  

But it is not only limited to those countries. As exiled Chinese artist Ai Weiwei (2018) 

stated “refugee crisis is bbbbb 䌀
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Turkey has been always criticized for its human rights violations and has been raised in 

several human rights fora for its breaches. The European Union has however changed by 

180 degrees following the refugee crisis and limited its critics to just mere declarations. Instead, 

a deal worth 3 billion EUR has been accomplished which compromises the EU’s role as 

a normative power. It sets also a dangerous precedent for other Enlargement and partner 

countries. The “more for more” principle in the European Neighbourhood Policy and 

conditionality in development aid might collapse due to the EU’s attempts to build a Fortress 

Europe that would stop the influx of refugees.  

In addition, the search for internal stability will have a counterproductive result. 

Divisions in the Council due to relocation mechanisms will build new walls among the EU 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:1998:0146:FIN:EN:PDF
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https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20180314_eu-turkey-two-years-on_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/20180417-turkey-report.pdf
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Abstract:  

This paper will look at various truth and reconciliation processes that have emerged since the 1990s, 

but with particular emphasis on those conducted in Central Europe after the fall of communist regimes 

and the ensuing neuropsychological impact that truth has on individual healing. Some examples such 

as the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa placed strong emphasis on rebuilding the 

community, reconciling relationships, and both institutional and psychological healing. However, other 

places focused more exclusively on uncovering truth and documenting crimes and human rights 

violations. This is apparently the situation in the Czech Republic. Therefore, this paper will look at 

transitional (restorative) justice from two perspectives: the legal processes for finding truth and 

ensuring reconciliation, as well as the neuropsychological aspect of experiencing truth without 

achieving reconciliation. 

 

Keywords: Czech Republic, Neuropsychology, Post-Communism, Truth and Reconciliation 
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rather than trials aimed at punishment and restitution. After periods of human rights violations, 

such truth processes have proven to have a pivotal role in a combination of the following 

objectives: uncovering the truth, punishing perpetrators, documenting and remembering the 

past, healing victims, reconciling communities and preventing future atrocities.  

However, the approach and objectives of the truth processes can have varying impacts 

on individuals. And certainly, it is these individuals that make up the communities that the truth 
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but working towards healing and reconciliation. Accordingly, the second part of this paper will 

explore the neuropsychological impacts that knowing difficult and traumatic truths can have on 

an individual, and through them on the community at large. In conclusion, this paper will look 

at the lasting impact that the revealing of truth without concurrent and connected steps to foster 

reconciliation and healing may have had on the individuals and community as a whole. 

 

 

2. TRUTH: THE SPECTRUM OF COMMISSIONS AND PROCESSES 

 

A. Definitions and primary objectives of Truth Processes (uncovering the truth vs healing) 

 

Over the past decades, particularly at the end of the twentieth century, the world saw 

a significant shift in the approach to widespread human rights violations in countries 

transitioning from oppressive regimes to more democratic institutions. This shift came in the 

form of truth processes used in lieu of, alongside of or as a tool for traditional criminal and civil 

trials. The variations in these processes can be quite dramatic (Hayner, 2001). Generically 

referred to as investigative commissions or commissions of inquiry, they range from simple 

fact-finding bodies to bodies meant to not only uncover the truth, but to promote greater healing 

and reconciliation. The latter are more commonly referred to as truth commissions or truth and 

reconciliation commissions (for example, those in South Africa and Canada), but are processes 

not uniformly defined and in fact they often vary from location to location. Not surprisingly, 

with the relative newness of the use of truth processes in the modern era, as well as the wide 

range of violations they are used to uncover (from racial discrimination in South Africa to 

forced disappearances in El Salvador), and the variations of governmental regimes perpetrating 

the violations (from apartheid in South Africa to authoritarian dictatorships in Chile to 

communist regimes in Central and Eastern Europe), there is not a prescribed format or specific 

outcome in these processes (Hayner, 2006). Rather they may be adapted to the needs of the 

location, communities, and history. 

In an effort to understand the nature of these processes and perhaps to identify an ideal 

prototype, many researchers have tried to systematically compare truth commissions and 

processes in recent years in order to determine when they are best suited to address violations 

and which processes might be most effective (Brahm, 2009). As such, depending on the 

researcher, anywhere from approximately 30 to 70 truth commissions have been held since the 

mid-1970s (Stan, 2009, Brahm, 2009). Of course, there are factors other than definitions alone 

which lead to a variance in the numbers of truth commissions, such as a lack of international 

attention or consultation with international experts. When national governments rely less on 

international support or involvement, the truth processes may not have met the criteria or 

attracted the notice of researchers (Brahm, 2009). Ultimately, a solid definition and prescription 

for use has proved illusory. Researchers have only come to a wider variety of conclusions, rather 

than narrowing down the focus and presenting clear guidelines and answers. This became 
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definition is certainly sparse in many ways, which has the benefit of allowing truth commissions 

to vary according to their needs, in terms of their aim, scope and objectives. Yet, it does narrow 

down the perpetrators of human rights violations and seems to (albeit not explicitly) exclude 

the role of individuals or even bystanders, groups that were somewhat included or at least noted 

in South Africa’s famous Truth and Reconciliation Commission (Tutu, 2000). 

Notably, the above definition focuses on investigations, ie, uncovering the truth, with 

no mention of reconciliation, healing, or attention to victims. In many ways, this definition 

poises truth commissions as a something akin to a detective and investigative branch that would 

ideally gather evidence that could be used by the prosecution. In many truth processes, this is 

exactly the role. However, others included, even if as an ancillary objective, healing victims 

and reconciling communities. While still other definitions appear to steer the objectives of truth 

commissions in an effort to explicitly include victims and their experiences. For example, the 

International Center for Transitional Justice defines truth commissions as “non-judicial 

inquiries established to determine the facts, root causes, and societal consequences of past 

human rights violations. Through their focus on the testimony of victims of atrocity, truth 

commissions provide acknowledgement and recognition of suffering and survival to those most 

affected.” (Emphasis added). With this background, it is unsurprising that it is debated whether 

or not reconciliation and victims should be a central aim and focus in these processes at all 

(Hayner, 2001). However, there are certain widely agreed upon elements that truth commissions 

and/or processes should have, which Hayner, again, recognizes. Truth commissions are 

officially-sanctioned temporary bodies that focus on patterns of past human rights abuses 

(Hayner, 2001; Brahm, 2009). This slim definition seems to be a suitable base, acknowledging 

that aims and objectives may expand this definition as needed and when appropriate.  

Regardless of the definition or even the title (Truth Commission, Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission, Quasi-Truth Commission, or Truth Process, among others), it is 

clear that the main goal of such bodies is to uncover the truth. However, what truth they are 

seeking to uncover (which can range from gross human rights violations including forced 

disappearances and mass killings or widespread suppression of civil rights, such as suppressing 

freedom of speech and imprisoning political dissidents) and how that truth is delivered 

(documentation, records access, statement-taking or public hearings) will likely have 

a significant impact on what will be done with the truth (Hayner, 2001). It is this latter concern 

that separates truth processes most dramatically from traditional civil and criminal trials, as well 

as simple commissions of inquiry.  

While, generally speaking, criminal trials aim to punish perpetrators and civil trials aim 

to make victims whole again (often through monetary damages), truth commissions differ in 

that they aim to uncover the truth and present it widely to the public in order to promote 

reconciliation and healing. According to Androff, “For the most part, TRCs promote 

reconciliation by bringing together perpetrators, victims and community members at large who 

may have been witnesses, sympathisers or supporters of certain sides. All three populations are 

allowed the opportunity to present their side, sharing their experiences, and engage in dialogue. 

This dialogue is the primary means by which TRCs engage in reconciliation. This has led to 

perpetrators apologising and asking for forgiveness, and, in a few cases, victims have granted 

forgiveness” (Androff, 2010, Gobodo-Madikizela, 2003; Androff, 2008a). Whether they are 

capable of achieving this healing through truth alone, is the question this paper seeks to answer. 

They are “hailed for their potential to educate future generations and to provide truth, justice 

and reconciliation to deeply divided societies” (Stan, 2009; Hayner, 2001). In most cases, truth 

commissions will end in a final report, outlining the facts uncovered by the commission and 

possibly making recommendations for reparations, amnesty or other rehabilitative measures. 

The additional aims and objectives can include documenting the crimes committed by an 

oppressive regime in order to prevent history from repeating itself, ensuring that perpetrators 
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Reconciliation Commission in the mid-1990s, most post-communist countries were unable or 

unwilling to launch a comprehensive truth commission. There were some attempts, such as in 

Germany, Romania and the Baltic States, which varied in their aims and objectives, as well as 

successes. (Stan, 2009)  

These commissions do seem to have shared a common theme of formality and cool 

archiving, which was also prevalent in other truth processes throughout the region. Their focus 

on maintaining a quiet, academic and formal approach and focusing on documenting the truth 
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not only to the individuals directly involved, but to the public as a whole. Certainly, the ÚDV 

aims to achieve this goal: 

 

In addition to the investigation there is as well its documentation activity which is 

equally important and consists especially in collecting, analysing and evaluating of 

materials, information and documents showing the criminality of the communist 

regime as well as of its repressive apparatus. ... On the one hand acquired materials 

and information are used for investigation activities of policemen, on the other hand 

they are opened to the public in a suitable fashion, ie mainly by publishing and 

distributing free of charge (as a matter of priority to public libraries and to the 

whole system of secondary schools and universities) of various publications 

(collections Securitas Imperii, monothematic Issues and editorial series Testimony), 

further by our cooperation with mass media and universities (lectures and 
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regard to ensuring trustworthiness and the perception of transparency. One former dissident 

considers this to be a fatal flaw in the Czech truth process:  

 

If the nation allows the police to play the role of the conscience then something is 

terribly wrong. I'm not saying the people working there did not try hard. They did. 

But I think the whole concept was flawed from the very beginning, and unless we 

find a way of getting rid of the state owning and controlling the secret police files 

and communist regime files, then we will never be able to find out what happened 

and how to deal with it (Vaughan, 2006).  

 

As such, one can argue whether this process came close to achieving the merits of full-fledged 

truth and reconciliation commissions. In addition to the establishment of the ÚDV, the Czech 

truth process did go further than many post-communist countries by including “the reparation 

and rehabilitation of victims, the restitution of confiscated property, the extension of the statute 

of limitations to enable the prosecution of communist crimes, … and the exclusion of former 

leading cadres, secret police members, and their collaborators from public administration under 

the so-called lustration law” (David and Choi, 2006).  

However, there have been little efforts at reconciliation and true healing as a whole, 

aside from through civil society.1 Furthermore, the scale of crimes and violations are likely 

much greater than what has been officially documented or prosecuted.2 The officially-

sanctioned process was one of fact-finding and education. Some of those directly impacted by 

the human rights violations and communist regime oppression would have liked to have seen 

a process of both truth and reconciliation 

 

The 'truth commission' was a concept that was brought to existence in the late 80s 

and early 90s in Latin America, Argentina, Chile, El Salvador, then tried again in 

South Africa. The deal is very clear. It's the truth for amnesty. It allows the victims 

to raise their voice and tell their side of the story but it allows also the perpetrators. 

The poetry or the main advantage of the conce
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important than punishment and acknowledgement of what happened is much more 

important for the victims than punishment of the perpetrators twenty years later 

(Vaughan, 2006, emphasis added). 

 

In sum, we can be certain that regardless of its form, be it as statements from victims, through 

public hearings or available in documentation, the truth will have an impact on those who hear 

it. Certainly, more research into the effectiveness of truth processes, particularly from the 

perspective of social workers and medical professionals, who are most well-suited to gauge the 

level of healing in inasis added).



The 1st Interdisciplinary Conference on Human Rights, March 7–9, 2019, Prague, Czech Republic 

163 
 
 

And in the Czech Republic, where the UVD primarily relied on the media and the release 

of secret police files to reveal the truth, the vast majority of victims also reported a lack of social 

reconciliation, rehabilitation, and reparation (David and Choi, 2005). For example, David and 

Choi (2005) conducted a cross sectional survey of former Czech political prisoners to assess 

whether those who participated in public truth telling processes, specifically through the media, 

experienced a sense of social rehabilitation and reparation. In sum, former Czech political 

prisoners widely reported that the process of truth telling via the media only exacerbated 

frustration “by raising expectations of greater social acknowledgement that are never met, hence 

inhibiting sociopolitical redress” (David and Choi, 2005).  

This is ultimately because as a legal doctrine, by utilitarian design, most truth processes 

envelop a normative deontological or moral perspective which places the most value on truth 

as an end. In the case of the Czech Republic, the nature of the democratization process and the 

distribution of political power during and after the transition, more so than any moral aim, may 

also heavily favored truth, albeit selective narratives, as an end (Nedelsky, 2004). As such, most 

truth processes either don’t attempt to or fail to effectively translate the truth and victim 

testimony as restorative justice or therapeutic techniques grounded in neuro-cognitive precepts 

in favor of folk psychological praxis.   

Rather, without much scrutability, truth processes often presume the folk psychology 

notion of free-will. That is, that society and the victims as truth-tellers will voluntarily self-

actualize personal healing simply by virtue of digesting testimony and exercising rational 

thought to adjust congruent emotional responses. 

Perhaps this is not surprising. After all, the term “restorative justice” and the very 

conceptualization of the truth process itself arose in the 1950’s from a series of writings by 

Albert Eglash who was not a neuroscientist but a psychologist (Van Ness et. al. 2010). Eglash’s 

findings did not arise from vigorous scientific experimentation, even that typical of normative 

psychological research at the time, but from casual real-world observations of his personal 

experiences working with and rehabilitating the incarcerated (Gavrielides et al. 2015). As 

Eglash (1977) argued, at least in theory, restorative justice is a potential “third-way” to 

traditional notions of punishment but is based solely in folk psychology around the notion of 

so-called “psychological determinism:”  

 

A restorative approach of creative restitution accepts both free will and 

psychological determinism. It redefines past responsibility in terms of damage or 

harm done and can therefore accept psychological determinism for our past 

behavior without destroying the concept of our being responsible for what we have 

done. Similarly, it redefines present responsibility in terms of our ability or capacity 

for constructive, remedial action and can therefore accept free will for our present, 

ongoing behavior and for our future contemplated behavior, without destroying 

scientific explanations of past behavior. Only in legislative justice are 

determinations of past and present responsibility independent. 

 

As such, Eglash’s conceptualization of “restorative justice,” which would frame truth processes 

later, looks to rehabilitate rather than simply punish the actual perpetrators based on the notion 

that the perpetrators can accept responsibility for their past wrongs, make reparations, and look 

forward to the future (Maruna 2014). But as Eglash notes (1977), this “third way” is myopic 

and looks to reconcile the perpetrators, not the victims: 

 

I now want to admit that I too am offender oriented
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restorative justice… like its two alternatives, punishment and treatment, is 

concerned primarily with offenders. Any benefit to victims in a bonus, gravy, but 

not the meat and potatoes of the process.  

 

Today, however, as neuroimaging has evolved, numerous empirical studies using the technique 

have demonstrated that neuro-cognition with respect to long-term memory and emotional-

affective response is much more complex with respect to victims. Neuroscientific developments 

clearly show that autonomous neural response forms the basis for neuro-cognitive affect to 

episodic recall and subsequent emotional stimuli. This negates the notion espoused by Eglash 

and others that society as a whole and survivors somehow have free-will to voluntarily self-

actualize and rationalize emotional response without restorative justice and therapeutic 

intervention.   

Located on both hemispheres of the brain, the limbic system or the paleomammalian 

cortex performs the primary role in the processing of neuro-cognition and emotional response 

to traumatic stimuli (Makovac, 2018). It is located on the thalamus beneath the medial temporal 

lobe of the cerebrum in the mesencephalon. And it consists of the amygdaloid nuclear complex 

(amygdala) which is a paired structure on both sides which is one of two primordial clusters of 

nuclei (Lanteaume et al., 2007).  

There is significant lateralization within the amygdala itself, and each side of the 

amygdala performs a specific function with respect to anatomic-functional correlates for neuro-

cognition and emotional response to valence of traumatic stimuli. However, the right side of 

the amygdala best predicts what the typical neuro-cognitive response of a victim would be in 



https://www.intechopen.com/books/the-amygdala-where-emotions-shape-perception-learning-and-memories/amygdala-and-emotional-modulation-of-multiple-memory-systems
https://www.intechopen.com/books/the-amygdala-where-emotions-shape-perception-learning-and-memories/amygdala-and-emotional-modulation-of-multiple-memory-systems
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Abstract:  

The paper ñWelfare state, social rights and the state partiesô responsibilities in post-communist era ï  

the case of Albaniaò, addresses the way in which the government and civil society should exercise their 

power to ensure that citizens have equal access to social welfare services, enjoying their rights.  Albania, 

like other Central and Eastern European countries experienced the past socialist system, which failed.  

After the failure of socialism, Albania embarked on the new path aimed at establishing democratic 

regimes through the protection of human rights and at raising the standard of living. Nevertheless, 

Albanian citizens live in a dire reality. Albania remains one of the poorest countries in Europe with high 

absolute and relative poverty rates. Albania also remains one of the most corrupted countries of the 

world and the most corrupted in the Balkans. 

The paper is composed of three sections, introduction and closing remarks. Section 1 deals with Social 

Policy during transition in Albania. Section 2 brings evidence on social rights progress, while Section 

3 addresses the role that civil society plays. After 25 years of transition, one of the main goals of reforms, 

ñEfficient allocation of resources to boost growth and effective distribution of social welfare to enhance 

equityò, seems not to have been achieved. Undoubtedly, this influences the controversial opinions about 

the governmentôs and civil societyôs role vis-à-vis citizensô rights to access social welfare services 

advancing arguments that examine on whether it is a question of abuse rather than of concentration of 

power. 

 
Key words: Welfare State, social rights, human rights, state parties 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Albania officially the Republic of Albania is a country in Southern and Southeastern Europe. 

The country spans 28,748 square kilometers (11,100 square miles) and had a total population 

of almost 3 million people as of 2016. Albania is located in the southwestern part of the Balkan 
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Falling in the mid-fifteenth century under Ottoman dominion, the modern nation state 

of Albania emerged in 1912 following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire and Balkan Wars. 

The modern Kingdom of Albania was invaded by Italy in 1939, which formed Greater Albania, 

before becoming a Nazi German protectorate in 1943. The following year, a socialist People's 

Republic emerged under the leadership of Enver Hoxha and the Party of Labour. The country 

experienced widespread social and political transformations in the communist era, as well as 

isolation from much of the international community. In the aftermath of the Revolutions of 

1991, the Socialist Republic was dissolved, and the fourth Republic of Albania was established. 

Albania is a democratic and developing country with an upper-middle income economy. 

The service sector dominates the country's economy, followed by the industrial and agriculture 

sector. Following the collapse of communism in 1990, Albania has been witness to almost three 

decades of rapid change and deep transformation since the collapse of the Berlin wall. These 

changes first, have influenced economic, social and political landscapes, and second, have 

unearthed a range of issues, which were previously hidden or suppressed by political regime. 
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over 2016 published in its recent Migration and Mobility report, 5.8% of the Albanian 

http://www.tradingeconomics.com/albania/gdp-growth-annual


The 1st 

http://www.transparency.org/
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Trade Unions as pressure groups do almost exist, their independence from political parties is 

questionable: besides lacking an historical tradition, their weakness results from the structural 

reforms of privatization or the closure of most state enterprises, which formerly ensured 

a massive presence of workers, thus facilitating institutional organization. Even private 

entrepreneurs, although representing a newly active and energetic social group, have 

demonstrated limited capabilities of acting in organized forms such as business associations and 

lobbying groups. Private business ensures the protection of its own interests, and the exertion 

of influence on decision-making, by resorting to direct personal or political connections, bribery 

and the corruption of high-ranking government officials. 

The NGO sector in Albania did not emerge from the need of communities to increase 

their participation – reducing social exclusion – nor from the willingness of informal leaders to 

assist the population. NGOs were created in particular social circumstances, not for the sake of 
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and the status of NGOs are extremely ambiguous and there is no clear-cut distinction between 

the status of NGOs dealing with different issues.  

Each major donor has developed its individual approach which often creates confusion 

in the state’s programs, resulting in an inconsistent legal framework and the application of 

inadequate institutional models. Reforms are oriented towards contradictory priorities, often 

mirroring the specific vision of different international organizations. Coordination between 

different agencies should be a positive effect of foreign aid but too often it results in 

competition, destroying the effectiveness of projects and their sustainability. 

Monitoring and evaluation is carried out by donors themselves, not by Albanian 

agencies. Monitoring units are established on an ‘ad hoc’ basis, being temporary and 

insufficiently qualified. A horizontal and coordinated monitoring system, extended over all 

ministries and main Government agencies, would ensure an accurate and timely evaluation of 

policy indicators’ achievements, including the efficiency and misappropriation of resources; 

would enable their periodic adjustment; and would allow for measurement of the impact of 

foreign assistance programmers. The lack of such monitoring institutions adversely influences 

the chances for sharing experience, analyzing concerns and drawing lessons.  

The real challenges that Central and Eastern European countries face is social reform, 

with the state’s contribution being all-important. In all countries, the policy of income 

distribution or transfer is both political and economic, operating from different sides. Although 

theory suggests using two types of service, in kind and in cash benefits, former socialist 

countries choose cash benefits as do the highly industrialized countries. While the major 

purpose of the system during the early transition phase was to address emerging poverty, cash 

benefits were divided into three groups: social insurance, universal benefits and social 

assistance.10  

The question of social care’s pattern and its role in countries in transition is an important 

issue, not only for Eastern European countries but also for countries helping these governments 

in the process of transition. Alongside the positive effects of transition there are many problems 

to be solved. One negative cost of transition has been the increase in the number of socially 

excluded people. The official view was that poverty and social exclusion did not exist in former 

socialist countries, but this was a denial of reality. ‘People with few skills or low motivation 

face incentives to acquire skills and to work harder. That said, one of the major costs of the 

reforms is rising unemployment and increasing poverty’.11 The literature of the mid-1990s 

argues the necessity of reformed social care systems in the newly emerging market economies. 
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feeling of social responsibility towards local communities; integrating vulnerable groups into 

the normal environment; and reducing social exclusion 

Social assistance should act as a mechanism which helps institutions, networks and 

associations to interact in a common attempt to alleviate material inequality. ‘The new social 

policy could be focused on poverty gaps instead of prevention because it is conditioned by the 

financial situation’.12 Nonetheless, some policy changes should be made providing services in 

kind, implementing an active policy of poverty reduction, following an integration approach, 

harmonizing different social programs, discovering in depth social capital and the ways it could 

be developed in Eastern European countries.   

The role of the state is important in implementing policies to transform social insurance, 

social assistance, education, training and health. But there is no substitute for the role of the 

state, with regard to the promotion of the non-governmental sector and its regulation. The 

functioning of this sector is totally new for some former socialist countries (such as Albania, 

Bulgaria and Russia) and in the process of development for other countries such as the Czech 

Republic, Hungary and Poland. There is an apparent contradiction in the state itself needing to 

play the key role in creating or developing this (third) sector.  

However, there is no contradiction. If the role of the state has to be reduced, another 

actor has to replace it, or society has to be educated to assume a high degree of individual 

responsibility. Such society is a civil one, which allows people to associate freely and to 

participate in resolving individual, group or social problems. This establishes the feeling of 

belonging to a community, which in turns helps to develop democracy. On the other hand, it is 

right to argue that replacing the state totally in the implementation of social services is 

impossible. Civil society can only complement the state.  

The ‘how?’ question posed above has no answer as yet. A mixed model would function 

well. It would insert new values into the government role, because through the activity and 

projects designed and implemented by representatives of civil society, additional financial 

resources for additional social care services would be put in place. NGOs have the opportunity to 

deal with all social groups in need, increasing the direct participation and involvement of the 

beneficiaries themselves. It would represent a major change in the current approach to social care. 

Another model should be considered, rather than the traditional one of ‘collaboration 

and coordination’ between sectors. So far, the state, donors and NGOs have, in principle, 

worked together. To make this happen, the community of donors must know the priorities of 

government: but sometimes the donors by-pass the government, due to lack of information, 

obstacles to identifying the partners, and the complicated procedures of working with the state. 
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