INTERDISCIPLINARY CONFERENCE
ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Organized in Prague on March 7-9, 2019

Anglo-American University, Czech Republic

Norwich University, Vermont, USA

PROCEEDINGS OF THE
1 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

Partner of The Conference:

1= z—é:c
X




The 1 Interdisciplinary Conference on Human Rights, March 7-9, 2019, Prague, Czech Republic

Editors
Peter Bolcha, Ph.D., Anglo-American University, Czech Republic
Rowland M. Brucken, Ph.D., Norwich University, Vermont, USA

Reviewers

Rowland M. Brucken, Ph.D., Norwich University, Vermont, USA

Michael B. McGinnis, Ph.D., Norwich University, Vermont, USA
Carollann Braum, LL.M., J.D., Anglo-American University, Czech Republic
Alexei Anisin, Ph.D., Anglo-American University, Czech Republic

doc. Dr. Jifi Kasny, Th.D., Anglo-American University, Czech Republic

Authors only are responsible for the content, bibliographical references and language
correctness of this publication.

© Anglo-American University / Anglo-americka vysoka $kola, z.0., Prague / Praha, 2019

Address and venue of the conference: Letenska 5, 118 00 Praha 1, Czech Republic

All rights reserved

ISBN 978-80-906585-9-2






The 1% Interdisciplinary Conference on Human Rights, March 7—



The 1 Interdisciplinary Conference on Human Rights, March 7-9, 2019, Prague, Czech Republic

FOREWORD: IDEA AND MISSION OF THIS CONFERENCE

Petr Jan PAJAS
Cofounder of the Conference and AAU President Emeritus

In October 2017, during a visit to Norwich University, when discussing possible cooperation,
we were inspired with the idea of Prof. Rowland Brucken to organize a joint International
Conference on Human Rights as a first step in fulfilling the Memorandum of Understanding
between AAU and NU signed on August 8", 2017 in Prague.

At that time, it seemed realistic to think about an interdisciplinary conference allowing to bring
to one place — preferably Prague — scholars (faculty and students) and experts of both
universities. In order to provide sufficient time for organizing the conference, as well as to make
use of coincidence with expected celebration of important changes in the world during the year
1989, it was later decided to meet in these days.

The main topic of the conference — Human Rights — is related to research already being in
progress at NU under leadership of Prof. Brucken. It also coincided with my personal deep
conviction that students of AAU — as well as students of any university — should have a chance
to learn from crucial events of the past to better understand the present and be better prepared
to serve their societies.

As Prof. Brucken in his more detailed proposal from October 2017 explained, we should
consider human rights viewed in relation to their historical legacy, philosophical and socio-
economic background, including their conditioning and differentiation caused by diversity in
culture, religion, traditions and even as a factor in economic development within framework of
related ideals of humanity and enlightenment.

Allow me to dwell a bit on the following issue: Is there any need to defend human rights,
which might be and mostly are considered as self-evident?

For more than twenty-five centuries and in most of human civilization and cultures there is
known the ancient Golden Rule: What you do not wish for yourself, you ought not to do to
anybody else?. It is, perhaps, the fundament from which other ethical and moral principles have
grown, as well as the attempt to formulate rules including respect to some basic values.

Remember, that in 1776 American colonies declared fiWe hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happinesso®.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Rule
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document/
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So, is the right for life self-evident?

It took nearly a century until slaves became free (1863) in states of the Union — and the cost for
it were thousands of lives lost in civil war with the Confederation.

Another century later, in 1968, assassination of Martin Luther King ignited the final battle for
full liberty and right to pursue the rout for happiness for all. In the same year 1968,


https://www.quelsdroitsfacealapolice.be/IMG/pdf/ddhc_1789-08-26_fr.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/udhrbook/pdf/udhr_booklet_en_web.pdf
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f  And third, there is also the view based upon experience of students and experts from
other parts of the world, where the past and even the present were and are still deemed
to balance between frozen conflicts and active wars stemming from hatred between
those of different religion, faith, nationality or ethnicity.

Contemporary world is confronted with many conflicting situations, where human rights are in
the center of disputes and challenged from many aspects. History offers many examples of how
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BEING A WITNESS. ALBERT CAMUS AND POLISH ALTERNATIVE
CULTURE OF THE 1970s AND 1980s

Joanna ROS
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Camus' presenting his political choices (Camus, 1980, pp. A-B; Camus, 1985, pp. 22-26;
Camus, 1984, pp. 1-2; Camus, 1983, pp. 201-211).

The stories and events described by Camus are full of convincing, intense
suggestiveness, which cannot be presented with quotes that often boil down to banality. The
generation of the
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The Rebel was an “experimental” publication. It was the first book published in the
underground academic circle in Lublin. What is more, it was distributed during the strike, on
the day of the introduction of martial law, on December 13th. For many actors or theater
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Figure 3. The Just Assassins, directed by J. Sycz, premiere: 10/5/1986
Photographed by B. Konopka

Describing the mood in which the performances of the Theater of the Eighth Day were being
prepared in the 70s and 80s, the actress Ewa Wajciak recalled discussions, sometimes lasting
days and nights, on how to combat totalitarianism. Like the revolutionaries of the People's Will,
the actors swore to become lone fighters of value, to fight on the theater plane (Wdjciak, 2010).
The need for a rebellion against the lies on which the Polish political system and its values were
based, encouraged Wojciak to read special books, including The Rebel. “The noble terrorists”
described by Camus were one of the artistic inspirations of groups such as the Theater of the
Eighth Day and the Kalambur Theater. In their performances, they asked about the ethical
consequences of terrorism, the moment at which state terrorism started, and the place of the
rebellious artist in a society governed by totalitarian methods. Many of the artists mentioned
here strongly identified themselves with Camus’ attitude demonstrating that it was possible to
say “no” to totalitarian systems; they, like him, wanted to find authentic and indisputable human
values in a world falsified by criminal ideologies.

4. THE PERSONALITY OF THE WITNESS

Camus surpasses his literary characters, hides somewhere among decorations for performances
based on his texts. Artists do not ask: what would the characters of Camus’ works do, but: What
would Camus say? (Sonnendelf, 1961). If the personality of the prophet can be attributed to
Kafka, the personality of the wise jester to Joyce or Shakespeare, the author of The Rebel has
the personality of the witness (Kijowski, 2014). He is testament of an individual who is afraid
of totalitarianism and alienation, who knows that there is no escape from fear but does not stop
at this diagnosis.

The history of relations between Polish alternative theaters and Camus perfectly
confirms the thesis of Zygmunt Gren, a theater reviewer, which is worth quoting here fully. “[It
is not] Camus's theories about rebellion, but he himself, his literature, that opened the way for
escape. He left (...) the hope that a real man stands against the real world — with his evil and
good. That this man for his salvation — and for the salvation of the world — is capable of the
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only the world but also themselves, to cross the border between the world and participation
(Nyczek, 1979).
Camus “came back to life” — he became a companion of young Poles in their conflicts,


http://www.dziennikteatralny.pl/artykuly/lowie-przejawy-czlowieczenstwa.html
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Issac, I. 1992. Arendt, Camus and modern rebellion. New Haven-London: Yale University
Press.

Kazimierz Iwaszko [T chowaliSmy ksiNUki zwoUone z r-Unych festiwali]. 2005. Available at:
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Kowalczyk , H. 2006. WstawiliSmy na te sanki ten ogromny powielacz T Henryk Kowalczyk T
fragment relacji Swiadka historii. Brama Grodzka — Teatr NN. Available at:
http://teatrnn.pl/historiamowiona/swiadek/Kowalczyk, Henryk %281953-

%29?tar=36223
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BREAKING THE STATE OF ‘ANOMIE’: ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI
AND THE CHARTER 77 MOVEMENT IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA

12
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This raised the delicate question: how could the United States hope to “build bridges”
to Eastern Europe if the Soviet Union would not permit their construction? This was the same
question that followed the 1956 Soviet invasion of Hungary. What could be done to change the
geopolitical situation in a region that most experts conceded had been forfeited to the Soviet
Union at Yalta?

Brzezinski argued it was the success of “peaceful engagement” that had forced the
Soviet Union into the invasion. The United States, he persisted, must not give up on the idea of
“pbuilding bridges” toward Eastern Europe. He warned that simply voicing rhetorical outage
while in reality forfeiting the region to the Soviet sphere of influence would result in a self-
fulfilling prophecy.

“I would regret it” Brzezinski noted shortly after the Soviet move into Prague, “if we
were forced by the Soviet invasion to adopt such a simplistically hostile position-rigid, militant
anti-Communism-as to make it easier for the Soviet Union to reassert its control over Eastern
Europe.” (Handler, “U.S. Specialist on Soviet Affairs Urges NATO Parley on Invasion”, 20).

2. DETENTE

In January of 1969 President Richard Nixon entered the White House seeking a more
cooperative approach to the Soviet Union. Nixon and his national security adviser Henry
Kissinger followed the “realist” school that viewed the Soviet Union a powerful state that had
its own interests to defend. The idea of “engaging” Eastern Europe or attempting to liberalize
the domestic structure within the Soviet Union would only complicate larger matters in what
came to be known as “détente”.

The new relationship reached a peak in 1972 when Nixon and Kissinger arrived in
Moscow for their first summit in the Soviet Union. The negotiations focused largely on trade
and arms control-and would avoid the delicate issue of human rights. This was seen in the

13
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In June of 1974 President Nixon continued to downplay the issue of human rights while
stressing his personal relationship with Leonid Brezhnev. In a prominent speech Nixon was
critical of the “eloquent speeches” from those in the West supporting human rights movement
in the Soviet Union.

“We would not welcome the intervention of other countries in our domestic affairs,”
said Nixon before departing for Moscow, “and we cannot expect them to be cooperative when
we seek to intervene directly in theirs.” (Shabecoff, “President Warns Policy of Détente Bars
Interfering”, pp. 1, 16).

But his foreign policy achievements could not save Nixon from the Watergate crisis. In
August of 1974 Gerald Ford entered the White House and retained Henry Kissinger as his
primary foreign policy adviser.

On August 1 1975 President Ford traveled to Helsinki as one of thirty-five
representatives from Europe and North America to sign a document entitled the “Final Act of
the Helsinki Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe.” The supporters argued that
the Helsinki Final Act was something close to a general peace treaty on World War I1.

In the United States conservative critics claimed the Final Act had achieved little-and
had once again abandoning the region of Eastern Europe to the Soviet Union. In political terms
Ford had played with the legacy of Yalta. One columnist took it one step further and called the
agreement a “Super Yalta.” (Safire, “Super Yalta”).

“l am against it, and | think all Americans should be against it,” argued Ronald Reagan
who had emerged as the leading conservative voice criticizing the Ford-Kissinger approach to
détente. (Naughton, “Ford Sees 35-nation Charter as a Gauge on Rights in East Europe, 2)

Any potential benefits seen in the sections of “Basket I11” were generally dismissed
since the legalistic wording on human rights also appeared in the formal constitution of the
Soviet Union. Indeed, the Soviet foreign minister assured Leonid Brezhnev that the more
troubling aspects of “Basket I1I” could be simply be ignored. “We are masters in our own
house,” he told the Soviet leader before he departed to Helsinki. (Dobrynin, 346).

This was indeed the impression the Soviet Union sought to present at Helsinki. The
Soviet Union was in fact confident enough to run photos celebrating Brezhnev’s speech at the
ceremony along with a full text of the Final Act. (Current Digest of the Soviet Press,. 14-15).
The aging Brezhnev was noticeably slurring before he stopped to clearly enunciate his view
that the “main conclusion” of the Helsinki Final Act was that no country should attempt to
dictate to another how “they ought to manage their internal affairs.” (Clarity, “Soviet Wary of
the Internal Effects of Détente Abroad”, 8).

The Soviet Union had reason to think the story had ended there. Before departing
Helsinki, Brezhnev met with President Ford to discuss the possibility of a summit in 1976-and
to wish him luck in his upcoming election-whomever he might face. (Dobrynin, 347).

14
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outward peace and quiet: the permanent humiliation of their human dignity.” (Havel, Living in
Truth, 31).

But the Carter Administration’s emphasis on the Helsinki Final Act provided a new
opportunity to challenge the communist system. On January 1, 1977 a group 242 petitioners in
Czechoslovakia signed a 3000 words document protesting the repressive nature of the regime-
including its failure to abide by the agreements in the 1975 Helsinki Final Act. The “Charter
77" movement provided the first glimmer of hope since Brzezinski had spoken in Prague just
prior to the Soviet invasion of 1968.

Brzezinski advised Carter that the “quiet diplomacy” toward human rights had not
worked-and less than a decade after the Prague Spring the United States could not once again
turn its back on an opposition movement in Czechoslovakia.

“Certainly, Helsinki was at the beginning of all this,” noted one dissident “We were
waiting to see if the Helsinki principles would be implemented here, if they would have the
force of law”.

16
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CIVIL SOCIETY IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE:
THE ENEMY WITHIN?

Nela LARYSOVA
Charles University in Prague
nela.srstkova@gmail.com

Abstract:

The year 1989 marked the democratic transition and the rebirth of civil society in Central and Eastern
Europe. During the last 30 years, this civil society grew stronger and helped to drive many socio-
political changes in the region. During the last several years, the illiberal and autocratic leaders and
their narratives are slowly winning against these, committed to promoting liberal democracy and human
rights. The strong and well-developed civil society poses a threat to their governance and in some of the
countries of the region it is being slowly subjected to the tighter government control and even repression.
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https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2005/russia
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/Fact%20Sheet_0.pdf
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2006/russia
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any substantial grounds in 2008. Even more serious was the pressure on HRC Memorial s work
in Chechnya. Natalia Estemirova, the HRC Memorial’s representative, who investigated the
human-rights abuses there was kidnapped and killed by unknown persons in 2009. Chechen as
well as Russian authorities failed to investigate this crime properly.®

The Russian Law on “Foreign Agents” was adopted in 2012. Which events can be
considered as the main factors bringing about the adoption of this legislative act?

Firstly, the wave of Colour Revolutions spread in the countries of the former Soviet
Union. The pro-democratic revolutions took place in Georgia (2003), Ukraine (2004) and
Kyrgyzstan (2005). NGOs and their members played an important role in the civic resistance.
The Russian economy was growing back at that time after many years of stagnation and chaos.
As a result, the Russian society was calm and was not enthusiastic to engage in any anti-
governmental protests. Despite of this fact, the Russian regime was threatened and started to
think of the best ways of how to prevent the similar scenario in Russia.

Following the Colour Revolutions, the second wave of anti-government protests,
uprisings, and armed rebellions called Arab Spring spread across the Middle East in late 2010.
It began as a response to oppressive regimes and quickly expanded to other parts of the world.’
Russia was not an exception and while the political system showed signs of stagnation in 2011,
civil society became more active during the year. Hundreds of various civil unrests took place
in the country with the peak in December 2011. The ruling political party United Russia was
accused of widespread frauds during the parliamentary elections allegedly committed in order
to achieve the victory. Following these elections, Russia experienced the most extensive
protests since the break-up of the Soviet Union with the epicenter in Moscow, where dozens of
thousands of people gathered, but also in provinces, where the rallies do not happen that often.®
The U.S. Government was blamed to conceive and fund the unrests by Vladimir Putin himself.°
Back in 2011, such accusations were not that common in the Russian governmental narratives,
but they have turned out to be qui
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of Hungarian-born George Soros’s Open Society Foundations and related institutions such as

26
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changed his focus on NGOs, it can be expected that further amendments will negatively affect

their future work. In this respect, the situation is very similar to that in Russia; where the

authorities have in mind particular NGOs, when they adopt new anti-NGO legislative acts.
The main difference is that Hungary is a member of the European Union, the

28
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group of subjects; otherwise, the control is definitely lost. This is a lose-lose situation for the
NGOs, which waste time realising the survival strategies, rather than on their main scope of
work, for the state, which is not able to exercise control to the extent it wanted, as well as for
the society, which is the final beneficiary of NGO services.

| hope that the states, which are currently considering adopting the similar legislation,
will think of this point of view and will prefer cooperation rather than conflict with NGOs. As
suggested above, the results of this cooperation would be beneficial all the parties involved.
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2. BIOGRAPHIES!

Amalie Emmy Noether was born in Erlangen, Germany, March 23, 1882, to a Jewish family.
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In 1889, she was permitted to start studying at Girton College, which opened in 1869
and became the first school dedicated to educating women at the university level. Girton
College was associated with Cambridge University, but men and women were graded on
separate scales. She could only enter Girton because she had been offered a scholarship.
Influenced by her father’s line of work she decided to study mathematics. At the end of her first
year, she was number two on the “second class list” just below Isabel Maddison. After their
final year there, on a challenge from Maddison, Chisholm took the Final Honours exam
(equivalent to final examinations senior year in college) in mathematics at the University of
Oxford in 1892 and outperformed all the Oxford students, resulting in a First Class® degree from
both Oxford and Cambridge simultaneously, something that had never been done before by any
student of any gender, in any subject.

Mary Cartwright (British mathematician, 17 December 1900-3 April 1998) wrote:
“[Maddison and
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In 1901, they started publishing research papers together, even though it is clear Chisholm
did most of the writing related to their joint publishing. This was evident based on independent
work she produced at the same time, which was said to be even deeper and more important than
her husband’s work. It was easier for her husband to list his name first on their joint work because
of the prejudices that existed against women in the hard sciences. Their joint papers were
influenced by new ideas in the theory of functions of a real variable, which she had been exposed
to while getting her doctorate. The First Book of Geometry was published in 1905 and eventually
translated into 4 languages. The following year they published The Theory of Sets of Points, the
first ever textbook on Set theory. Together they wrote 214 papers and four books.

In 1908 they moved to Geneva, Switzerland, where Chisholm would stay while her
husband traveled a great deal and accepted posts at universities in India and the UK. She was
able to learn six languages, and she taught each of her children a musical instrument. Despite
not being able to study medicine (which was still a field with significant barriers for women),
she completed all the requirements needed for a medical degree except for the internship.

She wrote and published two children’s books related to explaining medical phenomena
to children: Bimbo: A Little Real Story for Jill and Molly (1905), explaining where babies come
from; Bimbo and the Frogs: Another Real Story (1907), describing cells to children. Chisholm
finally published mathematics under her own name in 1914 and was soon after awarded the
Gamble Prize for Mathematics by Girton College (in 1915), for an essay On infinite derivatives.
The basis for this essay and other work she did between 1914-
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involving selection and promotion, stating that it favors males. “Substantial research shows that
resumés and journal articles were rated lower by male and female reviewers when they were
told the author was a woman; similarly, a study of postdoctoral fellowships awarded showed
that female awardees needed substantially more publications to achieve the same competency
rating as male awardees” (Ganley & Lubienski, 2016).

Gender inequality is occurring all over the globe in the field of mathematics, making it
a current problem, not just historical. The first woman to be elected to a professorship at
Cambridge University (in England) was the applied mathematician, Anne Davis, in 2002. In
2018, there was still not a female full professor in pure mathematics at this institution (Barrow-
Green, 2018). In August 2014, the first woman ever, Maryam Mirzakhani, was honored with
the Fields Medal, the most prestigious award given out in mathematics (Wiki, 2019).

To simply attempt to change the problem of sexism at the professional level may not be
enough.
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the films are set. To explain further, it is not assumed that the film Gelary, which was filmed in
2002-2003, depicts the perspectives of the Czechs in 1945 towards the Soviets in 1945. It is
assumed that the film depicts the perspectives of the Czechs in 2002-2003 towards the Soviets
in 1945 through the inescapable influential lens of their 40-plus year relationship. he same holds
true for Pel?gky, filmed in 1999, and Kolja, filmed in 1996. he perspective under investigation
is that of the recent Czech looking back on their nation’s experiences in history.

Two forms of metaphors will be investigated. he first is linguistic metaphor. he second
is visual metaphor. While visual metaphors in film cover things like lighting, camera angle and
movements, music, and scene framing, concentration here will be only on the metaphors that
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The second important metaphor concerning the Czechs is tied closely to the first one. It
is that the Czechs killed and harmed too. The heroic Jozo dies in the end, not from a drunk
Russian soldier, but by his scared friend shooting blindly into the dark. There are darker
instances of Czech violence, in particular relating back to the initial rape discussed above. The
husband of the victim invited the drunken soldier to have his wife and stood by and watched
until shot dead by his fellow villager.

Pel2gky

Pel2gky is set in the winter, spring, and summer of Prague 1967-1968. There are four particular
points that mention the specific Czech-Russian relationship. The first is during the very
beginning, the second occurs just after the beginning of the film, the third occurs in various
places throughout the film, and the fourth is at the very end.

In the opening scenes, we see a Russian military officer and a Czech military officer
parting friendly with their children around them after what appears to be a social visit. The
Russian officer gives a Christmas-tree-stand to the Czech officer, and we learn that the two men
are on a first name basis with each other. The metaphor stresses that the Czechs and Russians
are equal (or close to it) and close friends.

Shortly after the beginning, there is a scene involving two teachers on a holiday “date”.
The male teacher, Sasa, spent time in Ukraine, one of the few references to the Soviet Union
and not Russia. He gives the son of the female teacher, Eva, a Soviet toy designed “to make
children strong.” Though it is from Ukraine (the Soviet Union), the writing on the toy is in
Russian, thus making the connection of the scene to Russia, not the Soviet Union. The toy is
a shocking device, and the object of the “game” is to hold on through increasing levels of
voltage for increasing amounts of time in order to prove/build up your strength. This metaphor
stresses ineptitude of the Russians, and the teacher, when it comes to relating to children, as
well as the Russian culture’s prizing of pain endurance, a reference to good qualities in soldiers.

Throughout the film, when it comes time for vodka drinking, the Czech officer, Sebek,
always toasts “Marshall Malinovsky,” an influential World War Il Russian general, in what
sounds like a stressed Russian accent. Like the parting scene between the officers at the
beginning of the film, the metaphor here stresses a connection and a respect emanating from
the Czechs towards the Russians. Connected with this, however, is that the vodka drinking
always leads to drunkenness. This metaphor recalls the one from Gelary in which “Russian”
was connected with “uncontrolled drunkenness.”

The end of the film is about the Soviet return to the Czech Lands. It is presented as an
invasion, though no Russians or military equipment is ever seen. All that is depicted in the film
are the sounds of engines, accompanied by looks of fear, shock, and pain on the faces of the
main characters. Sebek receives a phone call that the “Russians are here,” but he is drunk from
the vodka and at first thinks that the message is referring to his Russian officer friend. He is
taken completely off guard. Jindriska, one of the high school age children and neighbor to
Sebek, sits terrified while the shadows of planes produced by a toy lamp circle the room to the
sounds of engines outside. Her father, Kraus, a Nazi POW camp survivor, plays a mournful
song at the piano; it is the Czech national anthem. All of these aspects point to the metaphor of
an invasion. Furthermore, just after this scene and at the very end of the film, Sebek attempts
to commit suicide by hanging himself in the shed where his son and film narrator, Michal,
attempted suicide at the beginning of the film for the unrequited love of Jindriska. Adult-
Michal’s voiceover while this is happening says, “Dad’s whole world fell apart. He took it as
a total betrayal,” referring to the invasion by the Russians.

Beyond the metaphors relating to the Russians, there are a few very important ones
relating to the Czechs themselves. Several of these metaphors center on identity and change.
There is also one continual metaphor describing possible changes in the Czech socio-economic-
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political system. Due to the style and nature of the film, it is difficult to separate these two
groups of metaphors from each other.

There are four “families” in the film, each of which describes one of four possible socio-
economic-political systems. One is Sebek’s family, representing comically the Czech
communist system. Sebek is a military officer and tries to run his family as he does his office,
complete with message board and weekly menu postings. No one in the family really takes him
seriously, and his wife alone pays him lipservice by not speaking out against such things as the
menu, but not following it either. When Sebek is not around, she stands outside with the local
youth to watch an American movie being played by a student, Elien, a “crime” in part for which
Sebek has just chased away his son (the other part being to tell the immature teacher Sasa to go
fuck himself).

Elien himself actually represents another family and system. His parents are living in
the United States, and he is living in the
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represent the two varying responses to the Czech Lands’ occupation during World War I
(Jindriska-
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Franta and Kolja are now united, running from the death that is the system which exists in both
their societies.

There is one more metaphor of importance that must be noted. This metaphor relates to
the Czechs actions towards each other. The metaphor centers on keys.

About half-way through the movie, Franta is requested for questioning by the police
about his “wife’s” emigrating to the West. While being led ever further into the depths of the
police station, Kolja, who accompanies Franta, notices the large ring of keys that the detective
has. Later, during the interrogation, Kolja notices another detective’s large set of keys. At the
end of the movie, these two investigators are shown again with their keys, this time using them
alongside throngs of protesters simultaneously calling for and celebrating the fall of the
communist regime. It is the Velvet Revolution on Vaclavske Namesti, and the investigators’
keys, once used for the purposes of the system, are now being used for the purposes of ending
that system.

5. INITIAL CONCEPTUAL METAPHORS REVISITED

Having brought out some of the metaphorical expressions from the films above, it is now time
to reassess the initial conceptual metaphors outlined previously.

Reassessment of Initial Conceptual Metaphors

RUSSIANS AS INVADERS:

While there is no question that the metaphor at the end of Pel2jky portrays the Russians as
invaders, this single moment is the only one out of the three films that clearly does so. The
Russian presence in Gelary is many things, which will be discussed in following subsections,
but an invasion force is not one of them. While Kolja does display the Russian presence in the
Czech lands, this presence is hardly portrayed as an invasion force, and its lack of action during
the Velvet Revolution makes it appear even weaker as an occupation force. Rather, the Russians
are simply present on Czech lands

RUSSIANS AS CHAOS:

Rather than saying that the Russians themselves are chaos, it is better to state that the Russians
are the bringers of chaos. Only through this alteration can such things as the accidental shooting
of Jozo be reconciled with the actions of the Russians themselves in Gelary. Likewise, in
Pel2gky, the chaos extends to a lesser level into the families and personal relationships of the
characters, not to mention the failed technological “advancements” that Sebek is so fond of
lauding, for example the broken “unbreakable” drinking glass and the melting plastic spoons
from neighboring communist states. Again, in Kolja, on the level of individual relationships,
the sham marriage and personal debts of Franta, not to mention the subsequent falling out with
his mother, all have ties back to the Russian influence, but not to Russians themselves. Kolja is
not causing mischief or chaos, but chaos does seem to exist around him.

RUSSIANS AS OPPRESSORS:
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CZECHS AS INNOCENTS
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SYSTEM AS OPPRESSOR:

This is quite possibly the most important change from the initial conceptual metaphors. In all
three of the films, the separation of people, primarily Russians, from the system that rules over
them was made. The very first scene that introduces the Russian soldiers in Gelary is not of
them drunk or celebrating or randomly shooting. It is of them standing over the fresh grave of
a fallen comrade. They are calm. They are tired. They are forlorn. They are human, forced into
a situation that they did not want to be in by the system that rules over them. Pel2gky likewise
separates the person from the system. The first image in the film is of the personal friendship
between Sebek and his Russian counterpart. When the invasion comes at the end of the film,
not a single Russian is seen, they are only heard. Only machinery is heard, driven by the system.
Sebek does feel totally betrayed, but the betrayal could be just as easily from the system he
spent the majority of the movie lauding as the betrayal of his friend. As noted above when
discussing Kolja, Franta’s comment about Zubata, in one sentence, transfers all the negative
feelings he has been directing at the Russians onto the system of the Russians.

RUSSIANS AS BRINGER OF SYSTEM:

The three films together, if not independently, assign the Russians as the bringers of the
oppressive system to the Czech Lands. It is difficult to connect the bringing of a new system to
the Czech Lands in Gelary because of the time it is set in. The Russian lieutenant’s comment at
the end of the film, however, implies that the system, which drove the Russians to that village,
will incorporate the Czech baby at some point as well. Pel2jky makes reference to the invasion
as the rejuvenator of the system when, at the end, adult-Michal’s voiceover states, “Some got
promoted,” while a scene of Sasa being referred to as Comrade Principal plays out. Kolja, as
discussed in the immediately previous subsection, results in Franta separating Russians as
people from the system he had been associating with them.

RUSSIANS AS BRINGER OF CHAOS:

Closely related to RUSSIANS AS BRINGER OF SYSTEM, is that the Russians brought with
them chaos. As argued in the above section RUSSIANS AS CHAOS, the Russians themselves
were not necessarily chaos, nor were they solely those acting in chaotic manners. The effect
they had on the Czechs, in part due to the system they brought with them, led to chaos existing
among the Czechs themselves.

CZECHS AND RUSSIANS AS VICTIMS:

With the separation of the system of oppression from the Russians themselves, each of the three
films shows that both Czechs and Russians are victims, while both Czechs and Russians at
different times are perpetrators as well. The introduction of the Russian soldiers discussed above
in Gelary is likewise one of victims. The soldiers have been through terrible experiences, as
evidenced by their paranoid firing and battling. The Czechs are likewise obviously victims from
both the Russians and their fellow Czech villagers. In Pel?gky, the only perpetrators, or anyone
close to being perpetrators, are Czechs. This extends to the police chief recounting his murder
of at least one innocent person due to orders from the system, Sebek’s political harassment of
his son, and Kraus’s tyranny in his first family. In Kolja, we learn that Franta’s brother
emigrated to the West to escape the system enforced by the Czechs, not the Russians. This
concept is reinforced by the fact that Franta’s sham marriage is actually arranged (without his
knowing) so that his Russian “wife” can similarly escape to the West. She is not running from
Russians, she is running from the system. Franta and Kolja likewise flee from the system, not
the people. Each is a victim, but there are also perpetrators, namely the two Czech investigators
and Miss Zubata.
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LANGUAGE AS TOOL:

As begun above in LANGUAGE AS CLEAVER, language is not always a cleaver. Language
is a tool. Franta’s speech concerning tea demonstrates that some level of communication is
indeed common between the Czechs and Russians. In addition to this, the changing relationship
between Franta and Kolja shows that language can be used towards whatever means those who
wield it desire. It is a tool. Those who do not wish to be cooperative can feign ignorance like
Franta. Those who wish to help can, like the Principal in Gelary, diffuse a misunderstanding
and help. The knowledge of Russian, at least on the Czech part, did exist to some extent from
the beginning of the relationship. The knowledge of Czech on the part of some Russians is
demonstrated in Kolja to exist later on. It means that language and communication were tools,
or weapons, to be wielded, not independent forces that each side was impotent in face of. In
addition to mere knowledge of each other’s languages, the scene involving tea in Kolja
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Abstract:

Thirty years after the Velvet Revolution and the extensive alignment of the Czech anti-discrimination
norms and policies with the European and international standards, the development of de-facto gender
equality in the Czech Republic is still very slow. Based on a historical analysis of the Czech female
empowerment, this paper argues that the present perception of the Czech society regarding gend
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public accessibility of the Bible in local languages and also greater availability of basic
education, which would enable more people to comprehend it.2 Especially in the early stage of
this movement, women enjoyed a rather good social status, they fought alongside men, and the
movement’s radical faction (the Taborites) even allowed women to become preachers.® In
today’s Hussite Church female preachers still constitute about half of all active priests.* Overall,
Hussite women enjoyed a relatively equal position to that of men without major discrimination
but also without any radical separation of the two sexes,®> which was a pattern that remained
symptomatic of all further development of Czech female empowerment.

Moving on in history, another important milestone was the Czech National Revival
process in 1775-1848. It is important to mention that at that time, the Czech lands had been part
of the Austrian monarchy for almost three hundred years and their national identity was
gradually decreasing under the overwhelming influence of Austrians and Germans. The main
purpose of the movement was to revive the Czech language, culture and overall patriotism, and
the Czech society as a whole was active in this movement, including Czech women.® It is also
important to mention that the absence of the Czech aristocracy in the monarchy’ and the
domination of non-Czech nobles helped to create, as a side effect, a certain egalitarian tradition
among the ethnically Czech population that was reinforced during socialism and has persisted
until today.®

A truly revolutionary period for the rights of women began with the formation of
Czechoslovakia in 1918. Tom&3 Garrigue Masaryk, a Professor of Philosophy and the first
Czechoslovak president, largely supported the equal rights of women to education and voting
as well as their equal participation in decision-making in society® and he is rightfully considered
to be the most influential Czech male feminist politician.*® However, one could speculate that
his major support could have been paradoxically counterproductive to the development of
a genuine local feminist movement since through his policies, Czech women acquired political

2 The movement gradually grew into the conflict between the Hussites and the combined forces of the Holy Roman
Emperor, the Papacy and several European monarchs loyal to the Catholic Church.

3 More information about this can be found in: CISAROVA-KOLAROVA, A. (1915). Geny v hnuti husitském
(Women in the Hussite Movement), 1915, Prague: Knihy Sokolice.

4 The membership of the Czechoslovak Hussite Church is estimated to be between 100,000 and 180,000 adherents,

and about half of its 266 active priests are women. Online: https://www.ccsh.cz/view.php?id=336
5
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by introducing quotas for women in the Parliament,?® which, nonetheless, had no real influence.
The government also supported female “activism” through the association the League of
Women, which, however, was, in reality, functioning as a division of the Communist Party. As
far as the right to abortion is concerned, it has never been seriously challenged in Czechia,
whereas abortion discourse served as a strong platform for the unification of women’s
movements in other countries where it was not available. Overall, the previous historical pattern
repeated itself during the time of socialism. The Czech women were united with the men in the
resistance against the main common enemy, namely the Soviet Union and an imposed
communist regime. Similarly, as during the time of the First Republic, women did not
necessarily have to fight for their political and working rights, as those were provided and
enacted by the government. At the same time numerous social benefits were introduced, which
helped to prevent the possible formation of a mass grass-root women’s movement, and women’s
activism was “secured” by the state controlled socialist associations.

Nevertheless, despite the centralized state nature of the emancipation, communist
regimes did not merely exploit women, and many authors point out that the position of women
in the socialist bloc was actually stronger than that of women in the West.?! Based on interviews
with women conducted at the beginning of the 90s, Zabrodska shows that most women were
indeed far more troubled by the fact that the emancipation was not properly concluded than by
the fact that it was imposed.?? Havelkova and Oates-Indruchova further problematize this period
and warn against the prevailing binary reduction of the actors to the regime as the actant, and
the people as the object being acted on, while maintaining that the all-embracing framework of
communist power and ideology should be neither trivialized nor denied. Through their
collection of studies analyzing different aspects and sectors of life during socialism, they prove
that many different actors were involved in the creation and modification of a gender culture
during this period. They also stress that despite the wide-spread myths, there was a fair portion
of gender-relevant home-grown work in this period, and the communist gender policy arose not
only from Marxism but also from the liberal first-wave feminism, and in the time of its
application it even matched the demands of second-wave feminism.?®
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than the Western feminists (causing much of their frustration)?* — as expressed by Laura
Busheikin, fithe iron curtain was replaced by the blindso. These differences might be
generally ascribed to what was considered compulsory equalization and involvement in the
public sector during the Soviet era, and to the rejection of feminism as just another “ism,”
another ideology imposed from without, and one with leftist leanings.?® Siklova provides a quite
expressive example of this East-West feminist relation in her reflection from 1998: fiTheir
criticism of Western democracy makes us uneasy because that is precisely the kind of system
we would like to have in our own country€ They criticize us for not fighting for the égainso of
socialism which the former regime bestowed on us. They argue that socialism enabled women
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equality are often referred to as neo-Marxists; and the EU and the Norwegian funds supporting
them are often labeled as humiliating and/or as interfering with Czech interests.*® Under such
circumstances, many women who have long been fighting for gender equality do not identify
themselves as feminists and are reluctant to engage in political life, and their decision might be
intentional or subconscious. Since the end of the 2000s the Czech anti-feminist discourse
gradually grew into a whole anti-gender discourse, and the term *“gender ideology” has started
to be used to label foreign liberal values that were “imported and imposed” on “the traditional
Czech family” and the “existing social order.” The criticism of “gender ideology” has
eventually developed into a whole new discourse strategy of many conservative political
representatives, and it is rather successfully used in the media to detour popular support from
new progressive gender laws and policies such as the Istanbul Treaty. Moreover, the criticism
and hate speech direc
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women have paid until now and they carry out the double burden which leaves them very little
time and energy to concentrate on their own careers and public life. This seems to be one of the
reasons for the relative lack of career and political aspirations of Czech women and the fact that
85-95% of the main political and economic decision-making positions are occupied by men
despite the fact that the majority of university graduates in the CR are women. In order to allow
women to be more active in public life, they need to get an increased support on the care-taking
side from both their partners and the state. National polls conducted over the last 30 years
confirm the changing nature of the general opinion, which has constantly and gradually shifted
towards a fairer caretaking burden division. The younger generation of fathers wants to take an
increasingly active role in child and household caring activities and they are also more
supportive of female participation in public life and work.

Based on this trend of changing norms and attitudes, one would expect a steady
progressive development in the future. Nevertheless, in the attempt to preserve the existing
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FROM MOBILIZATION TO NORMALIZATION OF THE RADICAL
RIGHT: THE CASE STUDY OF SLOVAKIA

Nina PAULOVICOVA
Athabasca University
npaulovicova@athabascau.ca

Abstract:

The fall of communism in 1989 introduced far-reaching changes in the development of Slovakia. Not
only was the society set on the path to the liberalism, democracy and Europeanization but it also
witnessed the upsurge of the ethnic nationalism as a result of the nostalgia linked to the wartime Slovak
state. The 1990s spread of the wartime Slovak state nostalgia encouraged the young generation of mostly
disillusioned young to uphold the far right worldview and condone human rights abuses in post-
communist Slovakia. Initially, on the margins of the society, the far right in Slovakia has implemented
a variety of efficient means to reach out to the public to persevere and mobilize its supporters while
appealing to Slovak national pride and consciousness. The effort of this paper is to understand the
process of the diffusion of the extreme right in Slovakia and focus on the extremistsd effort to normalize
far-right ideology as a pretext of a broader mobilization.

Keywords: radical right, Kotleba, dudov§ strana Nage Slovensko, hormalization
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My attention will be shifted from a notion of a homogenous Slovak nation as a core
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stopped shaving his head. Daniel Vrazda described this transformation of appearance as
Kotleba’s need to “zludoviet,” which in English can be translated as “getting closer to people”
in a sense that he would become accepted and ideally admired by the wider population.®? The
followers of Kotleba (Kotlebovci) opted for a calming effect of dark green color T-shirts with
Kotleba LSNS’ logo. Some party members, such as the district leader of LSNS in Levice
Rastislav Jakubik even removed a tattoo of Haken Kreuz. When asked about the Nazi symbol
tattooed on his chest, Jakubik denied the association of the LSNS with Neo-Nazism as “an
absolute nonsense” and explained that the tattoo was the act of his past youth rebellion.
Another major step in the normalization of the image was the replacement of the problematic
double cross, resembling the wartime fascist HSLS’ cross, with the Cyril-Methodius double
cross — the state sign of Slovakia. Milan Uhrik described this move as a “resolute distancing
from any association with nazism, fascism or any form of extremism* and claimed that the
change of symbol is a message to “all decent and conscientious people not to be afraid of LSNS.
Only those who steal from the state should worry.” 34

The normalization of the image was followed by public gestures of altruism as an
expression of social
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essence of their womanhood. Today, the desire to become a mother, raise children and dedicate
their hearts to family concerns an only minority of girls.”
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Selected historical events such as the nineteenth century panslavism and the 1945 liberation of
Czechoslovakia by the victorious Red Army are simplified, sanitized and collapsed in a timeless
ideological capsule which is than disseminated via a variety of communication channels for the
public consumption. One example of the normalization of pro-Russian stance can be traced in
oudov8 ml8de§ summer camps and hiking trips where the youth are exposed to the
normalization of right-wing ideology through their own existential experience. (Cammelli,
2017, p.
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1930s prewar era of Andrej Hlinka is symbolically collapsed into the idea of the rootedness of
Slovak nation, Slavic transnation and the idea of the brotherhood of Slavs.

3. CONCLUSION

There is a general misconception of Europe as a pot of ethnic, racial, religious and gender
hatreds bubbling under the lid. Ethnic, racial, religious and gender hatred are present in Europe,
but it takes an effort to make them bubble. These hatreds are not unconscious fears, but instead
carefully manipulated feelings, fear mongering behind the security discourses that with the help
of gender lens can be readily normalized, rationalized and accepted. The process of
normalization of the extreme right is under way. If Kotleba succeeds in promoting his extreme
worldview as an alternative lifestyle appealing to the youth, then ranks of the radicals will
increase. Although those who will be attracted might not be racist, their sympathizing with
Kotleba’s multidimensional effort to challenge the system will draw the sympathizers closer to
the acceptance of the racist worldview. The next elections are scheduled for March 2020.
Sociologist VaSeCka made a gloomy prediction: “It might be a dramatic mess in the next
election,” he says, “We do not know what will happen in the next two years, but we do know
that the cynicism and frustration will be there.”*
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